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AIMS

To teach the basics of mathematics in Reception

To share how mathematics is taught in Reception

To develop your confidence (as parents) in helping your children 
at home

To give you other information that we think you might find useful

To give you an opportunity to ask questions

References made to Early Years Organiser



Mathematics

number

Shape, space and measure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTeqUejf3D0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTeqUejf3D0


End of Year Expectations                                  

Early Learning Goals

Number

-I can count reliably with numbers from 1-20

-I can place numbers 1-20 in order

-I can say which number is one more than a given number

-I can say which number is one less than a given number

-I can use quantities and objects and add and subtract two single-digit numbers
and count on or back to find the answer

-I can solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing

Emerging Expected Exceeding



Number recognition and formation  
(page 62 & 63 in the Personal Organiser)

In Reception we work mainly with 
numbers up to 20

teen / ty discrimination

We count every day! (Jack Hartmann count to 20)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MVzXKfr6e8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MVzXKfr6e8


Taking a ‘deep dive’
We have changed the way we teach number in Early 
Years.

Each week we will focus on a new number. In this we will:

1. Be able to recognise the number as a number

2. Write the number and form it correctly

3. Recognise it as a word

4. Represent the number using our fingers – we try to 
start with our thumb 

5. Subitise – This is just a fancy word for recognising a 
pattern or group of objects and recognising the 
amount without the need to count. Numicon is a 
fantastic resource for this and one we use regularly at 
school. This supports and develops maths fluency.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yyz_OycV4A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yyz_OycV4A


Taking a ‘deep dive’

6. Conservation of number – Understanding that if a group 
of objects are simply moved around there will always be 
the same amount as none have been added or taken away. 
Children should not have to re count.

7. Accurately count quantities – we encourage slow, 
logical counting.

8. Count on from our new number – can they count on or 
back from any number. This will support future addition 
and subtraction skills.  

9. Doubles – only up to 10 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jOzhiACB68

10. One more and one less to 20 – begin by using objects 
then progress to using a number line.

11. Find number pairs / fact families

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jOzhiACB68


Here are some common errors children make when counting. It is important 
to correct children if they demonstrate any of these to avoid 
misconceptions.



*
*Big, bigger, biggest, tall, 

small

*Less, more, a lot, a little, 
the same

*Lots of counting (Including 
zero)

*Language of shape “Pass 
me the round one please.”

*One more, one less

*“Please give me one (two, 
three, etc).” 

*Heavy/Light

*In games (5,4,3,2,1,0 
blast-off, hop scotch)

*Songs and nursery rhymes 
(1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a 
fish alive)

*Time (It’s 8 o’clock, Let’s 
get ready for nursery.”

*Positional language 
(Behind, next to, on top)

*Money “That will be £5 
please.”



*

*Buses, cars, lorries 
(numbers, big and small)

*Number hunts

*Shape hunts

*Baking (capacity, 
weighing, amounts)

*Pretend play

*Sorting (dolls from 
teddies, cars from 
dinosaurs, clothes etc. 

*Stairs to bed

*Ipad / quality TV 
(Numberblocks) 

*Buttons when dressing

*One sock, two socks

*Food routines (More, less, how 
many, laying table)

*Shopping (Matching shapes, 
quantity)

*Helping carry things (heavy, 
light)



Topmarks.co.uk
Jack Hartmann

Number blocks

Here are some useful websites and apps to support maths skills at home. 
Mathletics is an excellent resource and all children should have login details for 
this. 



How is your child getting on at home? 
Let us know!

- We welcome  your comments on Home Learning tasks

- Personal Organiser pages 99 -109 “shining stars” Remember 
to let us know if your child does anything at home that you 
are particularly proud of. We love to hear about their 
learning!

- Email to your child’s key person:
reception@tanfieldleaprimary.co.uk


