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Welcome!
We wish to welcome you and your child to Tanfield Lea Community Primary
School Early Years Foundation Stage, reception class.
As you can appreciate things have been very different in school since
March due to the outbreak of Covid 19. This brochure is a summary of
what we hope to be able to offer you in September—however this will be
inline with government guidelines, whatever these may be, so it is highly
likely that some things will be different.
It is our aim to provide the best possible education for your child. Starting
school is a major stepping stone in any child’s life and it is our intention to
make the transition from home, nursery or Pre-School as smooth as
possible.

Reception will be in two classes and their Key Worker will be their class
teacher. Mrs Geach’s class will be referred to as the Dragonflies class and
Mr Durham’s class the Butterflies class. We will also have Teaching
Assistants working with the children in both Reception classes. Pre-School
children also share out outdoor learning space and some learning tasks and
their lead teacher is Mrs Dunham.
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Who is Who in the Early Years?
Your child will have most contact with these adults (The Early Years
Team) who work in the unit full time.

Mrs A. Geach
Early Years Leader
Reception Teacher

Mr J. Durham
Reception Teacher

Mrs E. Jackson
Teaching
Assistant

Miss D. Armin
Teaching
Assistant

Mrs J, Dunham
Pre-school Teacher

Mrs R. Watson
Teaching
Assistant

Other adults your child will frequently meet in school…..
Miss K. Hemmings, Head Teacher, Mr M. Temple, Deputy Head Teacher
Mrs K. Cooke, School Business Manager
Mrs T. Davis, Inclusion Co-ordinator
Miss A. Gardiner, Teaching Assistant
Mr A. Ashman, Sports Leader and After School Club
Mrs T. Dixon, Secretary in Main School Office
Mrs C. Townsend, Clerical Assistant and Breakfast Club
Mr A. Barclay, Caretaker
Mrs Dixon, Mrs Robson, Mrs Paley, Mrs Jackson, Lunchtime Play Leaders
Mrs L. Ovington, Friends of Tanfield fundraising group
Mrs Bell, Parent Support Advisor
Mrs Johnson, School Nurse
We have close links with local Colleges and will welcome students from these establishments throughout the year. We also welcome parent and community member support into
the unit. For details on whole-school staffing please see the website
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Transition to school
Starting school can be a daunting time for both parents and children. We have
various strategies to ensure that your child’s transition from nursery or
playgroup into school is as smooth as possible.
We like to get to know all about your child before they start school. The more
we know the more we can plan for their interests and needs in order to get
them settled in and feeling secure in school.
The main educator in you child’s life is yourself! You know your child much
better than anyone else and we are sure that you will have already provided
them with a wealth of love and experience to help your child to develop into a
successful learner.
Sadly we can’t hold our usual transition meetings this year. We have sent you a
‘Welcome Pack’ of forms and information and ask that you return the completed
forms as soon as possible.
For children who are new to our school we look forward to reading your “All
about my child” document so that we can begin to build a picture and gain
understanding of each child’s individual character and needs. We have
contacted other settings that they have previously attended to find out even
more and now look forward to meeting your child and you!
Mrs Geach and Mr Durham already know children who are in the Bumblebees,
Caterpillars and Ladybirds at Tanfield Lea Primary School but look forward to
getting to know them better in their Reception year. The teachers will also be
working closely with Mrs Dunham, spending time looking at assessment data to
gather information about children who currently attend our Pre-School.
We will use what we know about all of the children to plan activities and
displays based on children’s interests.
This will be a platform for future learning.
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Due to COVID 19 we have had to change the learning environment. We
are not sure how this will look in September. Once we have further
information and know how we will be operating we’ll get in touch with
you.
Here are some photographs to show what the learning
environment currently looks like currently (it is different to other
photographs that are found in this brochure).

When your child starts we will do all that we can to ensure that your child is settled.
If you are concerned, we welcome telephone calls from parents who need to be reassured
that their child is happy playing after their departure.
At home time, it is likely that your child will be very weary, especially in the first few
weeks. Be prepared to be extra patient and loving and to spend some time with your child,
talking about their new experiences. This will help to give your child a sense of
security.
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Where to drop off / collect your child
Again—we are not sure, at this time, how dropping off and collecting children
will work. The following tells you how it has worked in previous years. If it’s
different to this in September, we’ll let you know.
Please use the Pupil Entrance to school at all times.
For child who are going to Breakfast Club please go to the Upper School hall.
Entrance and exit points for the Butterflies and the Dragonflies are
clearly labelled on the lower school yard. These will be pointed out during the
initial parent meeting and children will practise entering school through these
doors on their transition visits.
The Butterflies and Dragonflies come into school through the same entrance.

Mr Durham and Mrs Geach will be there to greet your child most mornings.

The Butterflies will leave through their classroom door.
The Dragonflies will leave through their classroom door.
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Keeping Safe
•

•

•
•

•

Children should always be accompanied by a responsible adult at the
beginning and end of the school day
Please bring your child to school via the Pupil Entrance which is clearly
signposted off the main footpath and proceed to the lower school yard
Please do not bring dogs onto the school site
Parents and other adults who bring their children to school by car must not
use the staff car park
Please note the following practises are hazardous and should be avoided at
all times:
-Parking / stopping on double yellow zigzag lines outside of the school
-Reversing into driveways and side streets
-Making u-turns on the main road
-Parking near the traffic island
-Parking on the school grounds or entrance ways
-Driving onto the school site
-Obstructing access to St Margaret’s Terrace and King Edward Terrace
To ensure security the school grounds are locked during the school day
between 9.10am and 3.00pm. Access during this time can only be made via
the school Main Entrance.
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What will happen on a typical school day?
The following describes how school was before COVID-19. We hope this is
what we’ll offer from September but again, we can’t be sure at this point.
7.50-8.55 Breakfast club (optional)
This operates every day for £2 per day or £8 per week
See Mrs Townsend for more details.
WE’LL LET YOU KNOW IN SEPTEMBER IF WE ARE ABLE TO OFFER THIS

8.55-9.10am

Self-registration and catch up with our friends

9.10-9.25am

Whole class carpet session

9.25-11.20am

Structured play and adult-led group activities both
indoors and out, fruit and milk.

11.20-11.45am

Whole class carpet session

11.45am-12.45pm

Lunch time

12.45-1.10pm

Whole-class carpet session

1.10-2.40pm

Structured play and adult-led group activities both
indoors and out

2.40-3.10pm

Whole-class story and rhymes

3.10pm

Home time , please stand at the same place every
night away from the door. We aim to get children
out by 3.10 prompt; if you have older children in
school please collect you reception child first.
Any children staying for after school care will be
taken to the leaders.

AGAIN WE HOPE TO OFFER CHILDCARE IN SEPTEMBER BUT WILL CONFIRM
BEFORE THE START OF TERM.
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Punctuality

For children in Reception school starts at 8.55
We are keen to encourage punctuality, which is an important habit for life.
We wish all parents to understand that lateness affects your own child’s
education and disrupts that of the other children in you child’s class. We
expect all children to be in the yard for the bell at 8.55. If your child is
going to be late please bring him / her into school as soon as possible.
Lateness is recorded and parents who frequently bring children in late will
be asked to discuss their difficulties with the Head Teacher.
We look forward to your support in this matter and in helping to maintain
high standards and expectations at our school.

School finishes at 3.10
Children who have not been collected by 3.15 will be taken over to wait in
the after school club and may be charged for this. If, for any reason, you
are going to be late to collect your child please let us know ASAP.
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Attendance
At Tanfield Lea Community Primary School we try to ensure good attendance
and punctuality.
If you child is unable to attend school for some reason, then you should
inform us by 10am on the first day of their absence.
You may notify us, by telephone or in person at the main office.
The information we require is as follows:
Name of child
Class

Reason for absence
Likely date of return (if known)
Reasons for absence include:
Illness
Attendance at medical examinations / consultations
Attendance at dental appointments
Attendance at speech therapy sessions
If you require leave of absence, for a particular occasion or reason , the
school must be informed in writing prior to the event taking place. Please
complete a school Leave of Absence form to request this. If for some reason
the school does not receive notification of absence you will be contacted by
the school to find out why your child is not in school.
N.B. Due to the changes in amendments to School Attendance Regulations
Head Teachers may not grant ANY leave of absence during term-time unless
there are exceptional circumstances. Leave of absence application forms are
available at the school office.
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Holiday Dates

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2020 / 2021

Tanfield Lea Community Primary School will re-assemble on Tuesday, 1st September
2020, for the commencement of the Autumn Term. Thereafter holidays for the 2020 / 2021
academic year are shown below –
please note that these may differ from other schools in the area due to Teacher Training days.
Holiday
(plus 5 days to be identified at school
level)

Closing Date

Date Re-open for Teaching
Purposes

Monday, 20th July 2020

Tuesday, 1st September 2020

Friday, 23rd October 2020

Monday, 2nd November 2020

Teacher Training Day (2 days)

Wednesday, 18th November
2020

Monday, 23rd November 2020

Christmas 2020 (2 weeks)

Friday, 18th December 2020

Monday, 4th January 2021

Friday, 12th February 2021

Monday, 22nd February 2021

Easter 2021 (2 weeks)

Friday, 26th March 2021

Monday, 12th April 2021

May Day 2021 (1 day)

Friday, 30th April 2021

Tuesday, 4th May 2021

Summer Half-Term 2021 (1 week )
Teacher Training Days (3 days)

Tuesday, 25th May 2021

Monday, 7th June 2021

Summer 2021

Tuesday, 20th July 2021

To Be Confirmed

Summer 2020

Autumn Half-Term 2020 (1 week)

Spring Half-Term 2021 (1 week)

N.B. Due to the changes in amendments to School Attendance Regulations Head Teachers may not
grant ANY leave of absence during term-time unless there are exceptional circumstances. From
September 2015 parents will be fined if they choose to take their child out of school for more than 6
days unauthorised absence over a rolling 12 week period.
Exceptional circumstances will be extremely rare.

TEACHER TRAINING DAYS – SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS :19th, 20th November 2020 and 26th, 27th, 28th MAY 2021
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Lunchtime arrangements
You can choose for your child to have a school dinner or a packed lunch.

School Dinners
“Recent research by the School Food Trust shows that school meals are
now consistently more nutritious than packed lunches, giving the children
who eat them a better foundation for good health.
School food can help shape the eating habits that lead to a healthier diet.
National standards mean that school lunches provide at least one portion of
fruit and one portion of vegetables every day for each pupil and they
ensure food is lower in fat, sugar and salt by restricting deep-fried foods
and not allowing chocolate, sweets, salty snacks and sugary drinks in a
school packed lunch or a school dinner”
Why School Food Matters website.
Children opting to have a school meal are given three main meal options and
a choice of desserts. We encourage you to choose school meals.
School dinners are currently free to all children in Reception.
Packed Lunch
It is important that your child has a healthy packed lunch. This also ensures
that we promote consistency between packed lunches and food provided by
schools, which must adhere to the national standards set by the
government.
If you would like to send a packed lunch to school please see our Packed
Lunch Policy—you will have received a copy of this in your ‘Welcome Pack’
and it is also available on the website.
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Usually, all children have their lunch—school dinner or packed lunch—in the Upper
School Hall.
However, due to changes we have had to make in response to COVID-19, the children
have been eating their lunch in the Lower School Hall.
Here are some photographs to show how we are currently operating our lunchtime—June
2020. This may be different in September.
The children have their own spaces to sit—they know where these are by looking for the
place mats which they made ourselves.
For those children who bring in a packed lunch, they are expected to bring in their own
cutlery and must be able to open containers independently.
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OPAL: Outdoor Play and Learning

Immediately after your child has had their lunch they will engage in OPAL.
Our school has been awarded Platinum standard for their OPAL provision.
(For more information see http://www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk )
This has led to a vast range of opportunities for our children to engage in
over lunchtime.
So far this includes…

A small world area

A tyre area

A huge grassy area
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An enormous sandpit

We are always striving to make our OPAL provision even better!
Please send in any of the following that you no longer use:
Plastic or metal buckets
Kitchen utensils, pots, pans,
baking trays, sieves, colanders etc for the mud kitchen
Watering cans, wheel barrows, guttering
Large pieces of fabric
Toy trucks, diggers, cars
Small world creatures e.g.
dinosaurs, farm animals etc.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Currently, due to COVID-19, we have had to reduce access to certain areas
(e.g. the sandpit) and resources. We will continue to review this as the
situation changes.
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School uniform
Wearing a school uniform encourages a sense of pride and belonging to
young children. We ask you to support us in encouraging your child to wear
their school uniform with pride. This consists of:

Black or grey
Racing green
White
Black
Green gingham

skirt/shorts/trousers
sweatshirt/jumper/ cardigan
polo shirt
sensible shoes or black trainers
summer dresses
PE kits:
Please also provide a named PE bag to be
kept in school.
Black shorts,
Coloured t-shirt of their child’s team
Black plimsolls (not trainers)

Uniforms can be ordered online from the school website through the parent
tab at any time:
www.tanfield-leaprimary.durham.sch.uk
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We encourage young children to take
responsibility for their own uniform. It is
impossible for us to know who sixty items
of clothing belong to!
We ask you to ensure that EVERY item
of clothing is clearly marked with your
child’s name. If you are buying uniform
from the school your child’s name will be
embroidered onto T-shirts, jumpers,
shorts and cardigans. Any additional
clothing or clothing bought elsewhere will
need to have a name label.

Young children find fiddly fastenings such as
buckles and belts difficult to manage. For this
reason we encourage you to choose Velcro
fastenings or other fastenings your child can
manage, when selecting uniform. Young children find
small clothes difficult to get on and off. For this
reason we encourage that your child has plenty of
room in their uniform. If in doubt about sizing
choose the larger option.

It is School and Durham County Local Authority policy that all pupils taking
part in physical education lessons remove items of jewellery on the grounds
of personal safety. Children are only allowed to wear a wrist watch and if
they have pierced ears only stud earrings should be worn – earrings have to
be removed by the child before they take part in PE or swimming lessons. If
you intend to have you child’s ears pierced please do so at the beginning of
the Summer holidays so they will have time to heal before the start of the
new school year. The issue of safety is relevant not only to the risk that
applies to the wearer of jewellery but also to other pupils in the same class
who may come into contact with the wearer in physical activities. Pupils and
staff are covered against accidents by a public liability insurance scheme
only if they adhere to the LA’s stated policy and practice.

19

What will your child need to bring to school with them?
•

•

Please send in a pair of named wellington boots to keep in our welly store.
They need these to access outdoor learning throughout the year.
PE kit. This will be sent home during the holidays for washing and for you to
check that clothes still fit.

Everyday:
• In September all children who are new to the school will be provided
with a green school bag. You do not need to
order one of these. This is a gift from the Friends
of Tanfield Lea Primary School.
• We recommend that you add something to your
child’s school bag so that they can recognise it as
their own, e.g. one or two small key rings.
Clothes appropriate to the weather
Waterproof clothing when it is forecast to rain, warm clothes in the Winter,
cool clothes in the Summer. Children have a right to access the outdoor
learning environment everyday. We have only a limited selection of all-weather
clothing in school. Please ensure that all hats, scarves, gloves etc are clearly
labelled with your child’s full name. On hot days please ensure that sunscreen
of factor 50 is applied before school.
•

Personal Possessions
We would ask that valuable personal possessions are not brought into school.
They run the risk of being mis-used or even broken. The school accepts no
responsibility for such losses. We ask you to return anything to school that
you know shouldn't have been taken.
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Medication
Generally only medicines prescribed by a doctor can be administered by
staff in school.
We will ask you to complete a form prior to the medication being given.
If you have any questions regarding medication in school please see Miss
Armin or Mrs Watson.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
For up to date information on the Reception Curriculum please see the
school website. At the time of writing this is something that we are in
the process of reviewing.
In addition to this, the curriculum offer may be adapted due to the
COVID-19 restrictions. The following information explains our current
offer. We hope you find it interesting and informative.
During your child’s year in reception they follow the Early Years Foundation
Stage Curriculum (EYFS). This is a continuation of Pre-School experiences
and provides experiences children will need for entry to Key Stage 1. We
have a statutory obligation to follow this Curriculum in the Early Years. The
four guiding principles behind the EYFS curriculum are…
Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be
resilient, capable, confident and self-assured
•

Children learn to be strong and independent through positive
relationships
•

Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their
experiences respond to their individual needs. There needs to be a strong
partnership between home and school to enable this to happen
•

Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.
The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years
provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities.
•

Our Early Years Unit is a carefully planned and well-resourced environment
which caters for the various needs of young children and encourages
independence. We offer a broad range of experiences for the early years
both indoors and outdoors. Our Early Years team plan a range of purposeful
activities, both structured play and teacher-led tasks, which match the
differing needs of our young learners.

22

These activities support the three prime areas and four specific areas of
learning in the foundation stage. These are….
Prime area

Prime area

Prime area

Personal, Social
and Emotional
Development

Communication and
language

Physical
Development

Specific area Literacy

Specific area Mathematics

Specific area Understanding the
World

Specific area Expressive Arts

•

Making relationships

•

Self confidence and awareness

•

Managing feelings and behaviour

•

Speaking

•

Listening and attention

•

Understanding

•

Moving and handling

•

Health and self care

•

Reading

•

Writing

•

Numbers

•

Shape, Space and Measure

•

People and Communities

•

The World

•

Technology

•

Exploring and using media and materials

•

Being imaginative

The following pages outline the school’s approaches to these areas of
learning and what children are expected to achieve at the end of the
Reception year (Early Learning Goals).
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Making relationships

We encourage children to develop friendships that they have already formed with other
children in the classes before coming to school. For the majority of the day the
dragonflies and butterflies play together. There will also be some opportunities to play
with the bumblebees and the ladybirds. Please do not panic if your child is not grouped
with a friend they have already made at nursery.
We encourage children to develop new friendships. Some children will start not knowing
any other children, it is our priority for them to make friends as soon as possible. We also
encourage children to develop positive relationships with all members of the Early Years
team and other adults in school.
We often find that at the beginning of the reception year some children prefer to play
alone or beside other children but communication is limited. With a little bit of adult intervention and time this communication usually improves. We also respect the fact that,
like adults, some children need more time to themselves than others.
We often find at the beginning of the Reception year children are very possessive about
toys and find sharing difficult. Again, with a little adult intervention and time children
develop sharing skills and become more understanding of the needs of other children.
We will always encourage your child to express his or her own opinion but will also
encourage them to respect the needs and feelings of other children.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Play co-operatively and take turns with others
•
Take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity
•
Show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings
•
Form positive relationships with adults and other children
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development:
Self confidence and awareness

Our most important aim throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is to
encourage children to become more independent. Our motto is “I can do it myself”.
Children are encouraged to take care of their own belongings. This includes dressing for
outdoors, hanging up their coat and placing their school bag in the correct box.
In the learning environment everything has a specific place. We do encourage children to
get resources out themselves but also to put them away when they have finished. Children
are encouraged to look at labels, photographs, silhouettes etc. in order to see where items
should be placed. At the end of every session Tee Tee Lee by the Basin Brothers is played.
We call this our tidy up song and children soon learn that during this piece of music they
must tidy up what they are currently playing with. At the beginning of the year it is
played twice but by the end of the year we raise our expectations and play it only once.
We regularly change classroom areas in order to accommodate current interests, learning
needs and seasonal changes.
We do encourage children to access all areas of the learning environment throughout the
week. We monitor children doing this through use of a signing-in system.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can
•
Be confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities more than
others
•
Speak with confidence in a familiar group and talk about their ideas
•
Choose the resources they need for their chosen activities
•
Say when they do or do not need help
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Managing Feelings and Behaviour
All classes in Tanfield Lea Community Primary School follow the SEAL
programme. This stands for Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning. This
is...
“a comprehensive, whole-school approach to promoting the social and emotional
skills that underpin effective learning, positive behaviour, regular attendance,
staff effectiveness and the emotional health and well-being of all who learn
and work in schools”. (www.gov.uk)
The SEAL programme provides us with structured lesson plans that we follow
throughout the reception year. Activities are good fun and are usually very hands-on, but do
carry a learning intention linked to social and emotional wellbeing.
There are seven SEAL topics that we follow throughout the year. These are:
• New Beginnings
• Say No to Bullying
• Getting On and Falling Out
• Relationships
• Going for Goals
• Good to Be Me
• Changes

At the beginning of the year we undertake “risk assessments” of different areas. Here we
decide:
• How many children are allowed to play in an area
• How to look after the area
• Acceptable / Unacceptable behaviour.
These are displayed in all classroom areas and become our class rules for the year. We expect these rules to be followed at all times.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can..
•
•
•

Talk to others about how they and others show feelings
Talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its
consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable
Work as part of a group, and understand and follow class
rules and adjust their
behaviour to different situations, and take changes of
routine in their stride
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Communication and Language
Speaking

By the time your child starts school he or she will have had a lot of experience of talking in
different situations. In reception we extend this range of situations by proving many
play-based speaking opportunities in the indoor and outdoor areas. The main focus of our
role play areas and small-world areas is to promote speaking and interaction between
children. We encourage all children to participate in group and whole-class discussions.
All adults in school model Standard English to our children at all times and we encourage
yourselves to do the same.
Language Link
At the ages of four and five children often make errors in what they say (e.g. I goed to the
Krazy Kingdom, I feeded the ducks, I went to the park tomorrow). When such an error is
made we always encourage children to correct what they have said and do so in a
sensitive manner. During their first few weeks at school we give all children a short
computer-based quiz (Language Link) that identifies common errors. We then group
children who struggle with a particular aspect of language and they play games with an
adult .
Speech Link
When children speak they sometimes mispronounce some sounds frequently, e.g. they say
“L” as “Y”, e.g. “yook at this”. During their first few weeks at school we give all children a
short computer-based quiz (Speech link) to see which sounds they find difficult to
pronounce. We then group children who struggle with the same sounds together and they
play games with an adult, using words that contain these difficult sounds.
If we have any major concerns we would consider referring your child for Speech Therapy
but we would always seek your permission before doing this.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can
• Express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs.
• Use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that
have happened or are to happen in the future.
They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.
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Communication and language
Listening and attention
In reception all children will follow a phonics programme that promotes good listening
known as “Letters and Sounds” . The activities that it suggests, and we provide, ensure
that:
•
•
•

Children can hear sounds
Children can remember sounds
Children can talk about the sounds that they hear.

We listen to sounds in the environment, play musical instruments, investigate body voice
sounds, think about rhyme and rhythm. We also think about sounds within words e.g. we
may show children a range of objects, say c/-/u/-/p and see if a child can select a cup.
For more information and some interactive games based on Letters and Sounds that you
can play at home before your child starts school please visit
www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-1
Children hear stories everyday in reception. We find that different classes develop a
love of different books and we find ourselves reading the same stories again and again.
This is to be encouraged! We always ask questions while we read….
What do you think will happen next?
Where do you think the bear is hiding?
We discuss what we have read at the end.

What was your favourite part?
Is that how you expected the story to end?
We encourage you to do the same when you share stories with your child at home,. More
details will follow in our first stay and play session.
We expect children to portray good carpet rules during circle time, These are displayed
on the classroom wall and we refer to them regularly.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can
•
Listen attentively in a range of situations
•
Listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events
•
Respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions and or actions
•
Give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in
another activity
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Communication and language
Understanding
In reception we use many different techniques to help children to understand what they
are being taught. Even if a child is sitting quietly and looking at the listener, this does not
mean they fully understand what they are being taught.
We use lots of visual cues around the classroom environment to support learning, for
example, a visual timetable which includes pictures to show children what they will be doing
throughout the day.

We use many
audio cues
throughout
the day to
help children
to understand
what they are expected to do, e.g. the tidy up music and a tambourine. When we give instructions to
children we use a limited amount of language to avoid confusion. Initially we only give
instructions that consist of one part (e.g. sit on the carpet). Once we know children can
follow one-part instructions we move onto two-part instructions (e.g. get a wipe board then
sit on the carpet).
We believe that children learn best though practical,
hands-on experiences. During pets week a group children
lacked interest in reading a book about a parrot, but when
a real parrot visited us they showed much more interest
and asked questions. They compared what they knew about
parrots to the hens that we saw in the Garden Centre
petting area. They made links that they were both birds
but they were different colours and lived in different
places.
We share these stories in reception and develop children’s
understanding of story structure using actions following
“Stories for Writing”
guidelines. We will look at some of these in a stay and play
session.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Follow instructions involving several actions or ideas
•
Answer how and why questions about their experiences
•
Answer how and why questions in response to stories or events
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Physical development
Moving and Handling

Our resource provision ensures that all children access a range of physical activities

everyday both indoors and out.
Inside children have various opportunities to improve their hand / eye co-ordination (fine
motor skills), for example using scissors and paper clips in the creative area, and push and
pull skills to build models using Lego, Mobilo and Stickle Bricks. Play dough encourages
children to use all fingers and thumbs to mould shapes. We sing a range of finger songs on
a daily basis. Once a child is able to identify his or her Tommy Thumb, Peter Pointer,
Middle Man, Ruby Ring and Baby Small fingers with ease then they are ready to hold a
pencil for writing. In the Spring term we assess children to discover who would benefit
from 1:1 or small group input to help them to improve their fine motor skills. These
children are withdrawn for extra support some afternoons.
Outside children have various opportunities to improve their whole body movements, e.g.
climbing on the log play, pedalling a tricycle and hitting a ball. Mr Ashman, our school
sports coach spends forty five minutes per week teaching a structured PE session to
develop sports skills such as throwing, catching, rolling and kicking. In these sessions
children work alongside children who are of similar physical abilities.
We follow a movement program compiled by a local movement specialist which we follow
during physical activities time.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can
•
Show good control and co-ordination in large movements
•
Show good control and co-ordination in small movements
•
Move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space
•
Handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing
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Physical Development

Health and Self Care

In the reception year your child’s height, weight, sight and hearing will be checked subject
to your approval.
During the school year we think about people who help to keep us healthy and safe. Last
year we were visited by a team of fire fighters, a vet and the school nurse. They come in
to school to talk to us and leave follow-up activities for us to undertake. We often find
that children who are particularly interested in an occupation develop their own play based
on this interest, e.g. a child who had previously shown no interest in reading books dressed
up as a fire fighter in the Imagination Station and he read an information leaflet about fire
engines with his friend. He then extended this play by building a fire engine and fire station where the play continued.
During PE lessons and physical activities we always talk about changes that happen to our
bodies while we exercise.
We encourage children to develop a healthy diet. Every child under the age of 5 will
receive free milk. Opportunity to pay from their 5th birthday is offered nearer the time.
During snack time we talk about the importance of milk for healthy teeth and bones. Every
day children have the opportunity to eat fruit. This varies from day to day and season to
season.
Children have unlimited access to drinking water throughout the day.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Know the importance for good health of physical exercise, and a healthy diet
•
Talk about ways to keep healthy and safe
•
Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including dressing and
going to the toilet independently
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Literacy
Reading

Most adults get pleasure from reading novels, non-fiction texts, magazines, newspapers,
recipe books, internet sites. We give varied opportunities to our children and hope that
they will develop this enthusiasm for reading. Reading opportunities are provided throughout the learning environment and children are encouraged to look at various forms of print
as a source of information.
Before a child starts to read symbols we encourage them to listen carefully to sounds (see
p.28). Once they can hear sounds we begin to teach them what letters look and sound like
(phonics) using the “Letters and Sounds”, phonics programme phases 2-4. When a child can
recognise most letters and can blend them together to build simple words, we begin to introduce reading books.
Reading develops through practise. The more you do the better you get.
Parents who spend time with their children reading and talking about books can make a
huge difference to their child’s success in reading and enjoyment of books.
Ways to help
•
•
•

Find a quiet place to share reading with your child
Be patient and take you time, learning to read isn’t a race
Look at the book before you start and find out what the book is about, read the names
of people and places and practise unusual or difficult words
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Offering help

Don’t be too quick to help, allow your child some time to think. Then suggest…..
• Breaking down the word up e.g. “c-a-t”, “sh –u-t”, “ch-ur-ch”.
• Reading on to the end of the sentence then going back to try again.
• Looking for clues in pictures and diagrams.
• Thinking which word might fit in and then checking to see if it matches the letters and
fits into the sentence.
Sometimes it is best to just read the difficult words yourself because when children keep
stopping to work out words they lose the meaning of the passage.
When a book seems very difficult, or if your child is tired, try reading it aloud together
saying the same words at the same time. Children will still be learning to read.
After reading
Talk about the book. If it is a story ask:
• “What happened; what might happen next?”
• “Which character did you like?
• Does it remind you of other stories you have read? Which stories?
If it is an information book ask:
• What new facts did you learn?
• Did you read anything you found particularly interesting? What?
• Was there anything you wanted to know that the book did not answer?
Always try to go over new words. Talk about what they mean and read them again.
Praise and encouragement work much, much better than criticism

More information about the teaching of how we teach reading in school and opportunity
for you to view resources will be given at a stay and play session.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Read and understand simple sentences
•
Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.
•
Read some common irregular words
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Literacy
Writing
When children start in reception we
encourage them to make marks in their play. This is
known as “emergent writing”. The formation of a
combination of lines and curves is the first step in
the writing journey. We provide mark making tools
such as unusual pencils and pens and surfaces on
which they can write such as post-it notes , clip
boards and note pads throughout the learning
environments.
It is at this stage in the writing journey that we
must intervene and encourage children to hold their writing tool in
the correct position at all times…..

Before children start to produce recognisable letters, they start to use these lines and
curves to communicate what they know through simple drawing. At this pre-writing stage
children love to trace over your writing to produce marks that resemble real letters (see
left).

Before we start to teach children phonics, many children can
already write some
recognisable letters and words. While this is encouraged, we
do discourage you from using capital letters in the middle of
words; this only leads to confusion later in reception.
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As children learn how to read sounds they also learn how to write them.
We use the same handwriting style throughout the school…..

In Reception we learn how to form letters in a
way that will make them easy to join when
they enter year 1. We encourage you to use
this handwriting style at home. They will learn
the rhymes listed overleaf as each sound is
taught. Each letter starts with a “whoosh”. If
you wish to practise writing before entering
reception please use these.

We also encourage you to expose your child to other types
of print and talk about what it means or represents, e.g. bubble writing and
logos.

Writing
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds
•
Write some irregular common words
•
Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others
•
In writing some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible
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This is what your child will be encouraged to say as he / she forms their letters…..
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Mathematics
Numbers

At the beginning of the Reception year the focus of teaching is on numbers between 0 and
10 and for those children who are secure with numbers up to 10 the shift moves to
numbers up to 20 and beyond during the Spring term.
Using these numbers we work on:
• counting
• ordering
• estimating
• number formation
• basic addition and subtraction
• one more / one less
We plan for mathematical understanding through stories, songs, games and imaginative
play. Through doing this children enjoy using and experimenting with numbers.
Although there is no designated “number” area within the classroom setting, we
incorporate number displays and activities into each of our areas which encourages
children to see the purpose of number and becomes an integral part of their learning.
By the end of the reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Count reliably with numbers from one to twenty
•
Place numbers from one to twenty into the correct order
•
Say which number is one more or one less than a given number to twenty
•
Using quantities and objects, add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on
or back to find the answer
•
Solve problems, including doubling and halving and sharing
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This is how we encourage our children to form their numbers and we ask that you reinforce
this at home:

We regularly sing the following number formation songs to the tune of “Skip to my Lou” to
help children to write the numbers correctly….

From the top go all the way round
From the top go all the way round
From the top go all the way round
To make a number zero
Go straight down and that is all
to make a number one
Wing it round and then go right
to make a number two
Swing it round and then once more
to make a number three
Down, slide, cut in half
to make a number four
Down, round, put on a hat,
To make a number five
Come on down and make a curl
to make a number six
Slide to the right then slant on down
to make a number seven
Make an s then go straight home
to make a number eight
Make a loop go up then down
to make a number nine
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Alongside the rest of the school we use “Big Maths” to support the curriculum. These are
the facts that children should learn know by heart throughout the Reception year…..

Autumn 1st half term

None

Autumn 2nd half term

Doubles
1 +1 =2,
2+2=4

Spring 1st half term

Doubles
5 + 5 = 10
4+4=8
3+3=6

Spring 2nd half term

Doubles
1 +1 =2,
2 + 2 = 4,
5 + 5 = 10,
4 + 4 = 8,
3+3=6

Summer 1st half term

Adding
2+1=3
2+3=5

Summer 2nd half term

Counting
Counting in 10s from 60 to 100
Counting in 10s to 100

Counting
Counting in 10s to 50

By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can…
• Count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order and say which number is
one more or one less than a given number
• Use quantities and objects to add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or
back to find the answer.
• Solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing
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Mathematics
Shape, Space & Measure

Practical activities are planned in different classroom areas to develop children’s
mathematical language, and ‘hands-on’ experiences, to consolidate and extend their
learning, providing foundations on which future learning can be built.
The construction and malleable areas lend themselves particularly well to shape work
(both flat and three dimensional shapes). In reception we focus on names and properties
of circles, squares, triangles, rectangles, cubes, spheres, cuboids and cones.
The sand and water areas lend themselves particularly well to volume and capacity work.
We encourage children to use vocabulary such as “full” and “empty” within their play.
We use simple vocabulary related to time throughout the day (e.g. “morning”, “tomorrow”,
“home time”) to encourage children to gain a sense of time.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time
and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems
•
Recognise, create and describe patterns
•
Explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical
language to describe them
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Understanding the world
People and communities

Through discussion we provide opportunities for children to become aware of, explore and
question issues of difference in gender, religion and culture, ethnicity and of SEN /
disability issues.
We follow the Durham Agreed Syllabus for RE in which children learn about Christianity
and other major religious faiths practised in Great Britain today (Hinduism, Buddhism and
Judaism). Collective worship takes place each day. Children are encouraged to talk about
home seasonal celebrations such as Christmas and Birthdays and are introduced to Bible
stories. Later in the reception year children attend lower school and whole-school
assemblies.
We welcome any information about exciting times that they have had at home. Last year
one child sent in photographs and paintings of his visit to the Lumiere festival in Durham,
and another brought in a brochure about a theme park that she had visited over the
Easter holidays. These were developed further at school.
Children are encouraged to think about their own personal history and talk to people to
find out about what life was like in the past.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family
•
members
•
Know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this
•
Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others
•
Know about similarities and differences among families, communities and traditions
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Understanding the World
The World

We provide a range of activities, both indoors and out, based on first-hand
experiences that encourage the development of skills such as exploration,
observation, problem solving, prediction, thinking, decision making and discussion.
The Early Years outdoor area and school grounds provide many opportunities for
young children to stimulate curiosity about the world around them and changes that
occur as time passes throughout the year.
Last year we visited the Great Northern Museum. Children were able to find out
about changes that had occurred and look at a range of real and stuffed animals.
Following interests of the children we held a “pets week”.
Some children brought their pets into school and talked about
how to look after their pets. We had a visit from a vet then
the role play area was converted into a vet’s surgery using
real items.
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child
can:
•
Know about similarities and differences in relation to
places, objects, materials and living things
•
Talk about the features of their own immediate
•
environment and how
environments might vary from one to another
•
Make various observations of animals and plants and
•
explain why some things occur, and talk about changes
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Understanding the World
Technology
We are well resourced for technology-based equipment in the Early Years.
The school has purchased a set of i-pads that we use in Early Years from time to time. Last
year we were amazed at how quickly the children grasped the iPads and we are discovering a
We have two interactive white boards that are used on a daily basis for whole-class
teaching. Each key worker has their own
iPad and these can now be connected to the white boards.
range of educational apps that we will be sharing throughout the year.
Technology isn’t just about computers, etc.
It is also about realising that technology is all around us and how we can use it safety, from
toasters to torches and pulleys to programmable toys.

By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools
•
Select and use technology for particular purposes
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Expressive Art and Design
Exploring and using media and materials
Creativity is fundamental to successful learning. Being creative enables children to make
connections between one area of learning and another and so extend their
understanding.
Expressive arts encompasses art and design, music, dance and imaginative role play.

The creative areas of the classroom and outdoor area lend themselves particularly well
to art and design based activities. All children are given the opportunity to experience
working with a variety of media and techniques to produce their work, such as paint,
chalk, pastels, crayons, and collage. They will be introduced to artists of different
cultures and times, all in connection to current topics and children’s interests.
We often find that some children particularly like being creative outside as they can do
things on a bigger scale and there is less chance of getting messy.
Children are encouraged to use these areas as independently as possible. At the
beginning of the year they learn simple rules (e.g. they must wear an apron and how to
handle scissors safely). They learn how to take off jumpers and cardigans and put on
protective overalls. With this independence there is a likelihood that , from time to
time, your child will come home with paint or glue on their clothes. Don’t worry, this is
all part of the learning process and we try to use paint etc that comes out of clothes
easily.
Your junk is our treasure! We encourage your child to bring in empty boxes of different
shapes and sizes as well as anything else you think might be useful for stocking up our
creative resources!
Children’s art work is greatly valued and attractively displayed. It gives our children
immense satisfaction to see their creative work appreciated and this, in turn, builds up
their self esteem and self-confidence.
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Opportunities are provided for the children to develop an appreciation of music.
As a class we sing many nursery rhymes and
songs that we know the children will
already be familiar with from home and
previous educational settings. We always
encourage children to join in with singing
and actions. We encourage children to be
creative in thinking of alternative words
and actions to nursery rhymes.

We encourage children to develop an
awareness of different genres of music.
We find that
children are

particularly
interested in pop music . We encourage them to move in time
to the beat. In play dough disco children hear pop music as
they mould their dough. While children are playing we often
put music on for children to appreciate as they play. It is not
unusual for us to see that children have made a stage in the
block play area and are in role in this area dressed as their
favourite pop star using resources from the imagination station and a microphone made from a kitchen roll tube!
The current reception are looking forward to
recitals from various bands and music artists at the end of
term.

Opportunities are provided for the children to participate
in role-play based on the
current topic or a theme of interest. There will always be a home corner as children like
the familiarity and sense of security that this provides. Last year other role-play themes
included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A museum (following on from what we saw at the Discovery Museum)
A pet shop
A vets (the children were overjoyed when real pets visited the vets during pet week)
A building site (based on children’s interests in construction)
A bear cave (the children lost interest in the bear cave after a few weeks so they
decided to convert this into a dinosaur cave)
A police station (including a jail, reception desk and police car)

By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can…
• Sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them
• Safely use and explore a variety of tools and techniques , experimenting with colour,
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Expressive Arts and Design
Being imaginative
Different things appeal to different children. Throughout the year many things occur
at home and school to spark a child’s interest. We try to follow these
interests in school in an imaginative way. Last year, examples of this have
included:
•

Two children were very interested in playing with the dinosaurs. They found
pleasure in throwing and fighting with the dinosaurs. We encouraged them to
play more constructively by allowing them to design then build a dinosaur land in
the small world area. Other children became interested in this and the
imaginative spark was created. Their dinosaur lands have become more
elaborate throughout the year.

•

One of our children and one member of staff went to a Hindu wedding. They came
into school with a mehndi pattern painted onto their hand with henna. The children
were interested in this. Some drew around their hands and drew their own patterns, others painted their own skin using a special paint.

•

One child went to Australia and was inspired to work with his friends to make a
model of Sydney Harbour Bridge using art straws and other construction materials.

We always value children’s work and encourage them to be positive about what
they have produced. Who knows, they could be displaying their work in the Tate
Modern or performing at the Sage in the future…. We certainly hope so!
By the end of the Reception year we expect that your child can:
•
Use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking
about uses and purposes
•
Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology,
art, music, dance, role play and stories
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Star of the Week

Once your child is in school full time we will begin to award “Star of the Week” to
one deserving Butterfly and Dragonfly on a Friday. This will be because of
something they have done throughout the week that has impressed the Early
Years team.
When your child is chosen to be “Star of the Week” it is a wonderful achievement
and you should be extremely proud!
They will receive a pencil to take home and keep forever. They will also be given
the opportunity to take home our class bear for the weekend.
Pat Panda (Dragonflies)

Butterbear (Butterflies)

With the bear is a diary in which we ask you to record teddy’s adventures.
Please include writing by an adult and / or your child and photographs of what you
have been doing. If you do not have a printer you can e-mail us one or two
photograph(s) or make a collage and we will print them out for the book. Please
use the following e-mail address…..
earlyyears@tanfieldleaprimary.co.uk
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Examples of “Star of the Week” entries:
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Documenting and Showcasing our Learning Journeys
Our learning environment is used as a story of children’s interests, ideas, new skills and
facts that they acquire through the Reception year. Here are a few examples...
An example of an interactive display
based on how things change over time—
here children are encouraged to observe
and record how bread, a baby and seeds
change

Each child will have space on their learning
boards—here we collate evidence from home
and school to show what they have been
learning and to support them in achieving their
next steps.

This areas was set up following a visit from a
vet. It includes information on what the
children wanted to find out about vets and
what they did find out. It also includes linked
role play resources and information that they
gathered at home about their own pets.

This mathematics area has evolved over
the duration of the year as children have
been introduced to different numbers
every week.

We keep individual Literacy and Mathematics books for every child.
We use floor books and Twitter to document learning for groups following
children’s interests. This is in-line with our long-term School Early
Years plan. You can follow us @TanfieldPrimary or please ask to see
our floor book selection.
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We know that a lot of learning happens at home and we would love to know
what you’ve been doing together. We therefore ask if your child does
anything at home that you’d like to share with us,
please send it in. Contributions may include…

A tag stuck onto you child’s shining star,
Tags can be found in your child’s organiser that he or she will receive in
September. Use these to tell us what your child has managed to do that
you are so proud of — see the examples above.
•

Postcards sent from places you visit.
It is very exciting and promotes a lot of discussion when a member of the
clerical staff brings us a special delivery!
•

Photographs from home.
If you have any photographs and videos of anything you have been doing at
home that you would like to share with us why not send in a paper copy or e
-mail a collage of them to the school or upload them onto our Twitter site?
•

Models they have made for us to look at and talk about.
We can photograph these then send the model back home.
•

•

Pictures they have drawn or writing they have produced.

Children get a great deal of satisfaction and develop a sense of security in
seeing work from home when they are in school.
Throughout the year we will keep formal records about children’s progress and
will consider evidence from home within this. At the end of the year we will make
judgements about children’s attainment in different areas and these will be
reported.
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Stay and Play
Throughout the year we will invite you into the classroom for short
sessions to give you an insight into school life. We always have a focus which
will be explained before you enter the classroom. You will then have the
opportunity to observe your children at work and play. You will find out more
about what he or she likes doing at school. In 2019-2020 Stay and Play sessions have included…..
•
•
•
•

What exactly does my child do at school?
How do we teach literacy / mathematics in school?
How do we encourage our children to have a ‘Growth Mindset’?
How can we help our children to achieve the Early Learning Goals?

We find that these events are well attended and give you the opportunity to
further develop relationships with your own child and talk to other parents
about children’s learning. Feedback from sessions have included…
“I couldn’t believe how much things had changed since I was at school”
“Now I understand the difference between letter sounds and letter names”
We hope to be able to run Stay and Play sessions once your child is settled in
school. Details of the first session will follow in September. If you have
anything you would like us to cover please let us know.
Once again, this depends on guidance from the government re COVID-19.
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Other ways in which you can help
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

If your child receives “Star of the Week” or any stickers, give lots of
praise.
Ensure that your child attends school every day. School cannot authorise
any holidays during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.
Notify us immediately if your child is going to be absent and why.
Ensure that your child arrives punctually and is collected promptly at
3.10…. Instilling good habits at this age lasts a lifetime!
Tell us if you have changed your contact details.
If you have health concerns make use of our school nurses who can help
with bedwetting, headlice etc.
Please make use of our Parent Support Advisor (PSA) , Mrs Bell.
More information will be given about available support in September.
Encourage your child to wear a uniform and ensure that all uniform items
are clearly labelled.
Encourage your child to eat breakfast before coming to school and have a
set routine and time for going to bed to ensure a good night sleep.

Encourage your child to be independent at home (e.g. to expect them to
tidy up toys when they have finished and to dress themselves).
Always respect any work sent home from school. It may look like scribble
to you but to them it is a masterpiece!
Ensure your child’s home learning is completed each week and returned on
a Monday.
Please come and see us if you have any concerns or further questions.
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The Early Years in your child’s education are the most important

ones.
At Tanfield Lea Community Primary school parents, children and
teachers work in harmony to create partnerships which support and
value all children and build a strong foundation for future learning.
We sincerely hope that we have helped to make your child’s initial
steps towards independence happy and successful and that you and
your child will treasure the memories of those first special moments
in school.
Here’s to a productive and enjoyable partnership!
The Early Years Team
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