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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Children spend 20% of their time at school playing and, with this in mind, our school have developed a Play Team – a 

group of staff who will investigate and implement changes to play at break times and lunchtimes. We have engaged 

with the OPAL Primary Programme (Outside Play and Learning) along with a number of other schools in the North 

East. The principle of this organisation is to promote freedom for children to explore play in their own imaginative 

ways, using found and gathered resources in the natural outdoor environment. The organisation is run by highly 

qualified professional people who support schools to set up a safe and varied environment for children to play in, 

and to put in place all policy and health and safety measures that are required. 

We are lucky to have such a great area for our children to play in but this is significantly underused, particularly in 

the winter /spring months when the fields become inaccessible due to them being wet, and 

due to the fact that a lot of the play is orientated around sport, due to the resources on offer, 

rather than creative play. 

The Play Team intend to implement changes gradually and we will keep you regularly updated 

with the adaptations/additions we will be making to the school grounds. 

So – what changes will you see? 

 Children accessing more areas of the school grounds during the winter/spring months 

 Children exploring, building dens, running, hiding, having fun and getting dirty 

 Children involved in activities other than those with a sports focus 

 Children taking responsibility for themselves, their games, each other, the environment and 

their resources 

Before Christmas there will be some building work taking place – wigwam structures will be 

erected, a sand pit will be dug out, a small world play area will be installed on the lower school 

yard and tyres and crates will be delivered. Once we have these things ready for play we’ll 

then write to you again, early in the spring term.  

Until then, how can you help? 

 If you have any of the following items that you don’t need any more and are happy to donate to 

school please send them in: 

 Buckets and spades (for playing in the sand pit) 

 Small world creatures and toys (e.g.animals, dinosaurs, cars, insects,McDonald toys etc) 

 Old cookery things e.g. sieves, colanders, pans, spoons, ladles etc. 

 Once we have the initial work completed (sand pit built, wigwam areas, small world play, tyres 

and crates delivered) we will ask you to send a pair of wellies in to school in a plastic carrier 

bag. 

To learn more about this there will be some more information available at the Parent Meetings next 

week (see the Big Screens in the halls). For more info go to www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk  

http://www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/


 


