
Tanfield Lea Community Primary School

Exciting Developments for January 2016 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope you had chance to see the short PowerPoint presentation during the Parent Meetings in 

December (for those children from Y1 to Y6). This will have given you an idea of the changes we are 

planning for play outside. 

As I said in the previous information leaflet, children spend 20% of their time at school playing and, with 

this in mind, our school have engaged with the OPAL Primary Programme (Outside Play and Learning) to 

promote freedom for children to explore play in their own imaginative ways, using found and gathered 

resources in the natural outdoor environment. Our grounds are fantastic but are significantly underused 

in the winter /spring months when the fields become inaccessible due to them being wet. This being the 

case we have decided to open up specific areas of the grounds during the winter months as long as children have wellingtons 

on. 

You will have noticed building work taking place. We have had a large sand pit constructed as well as a small world area (the 

three stone mounds on the lower school yard) and a wigwam area (adjacent to the lower school yard). We will also have a 

delivery of tyres, planks and wooden coins this week. Our plan for the children to start using these areas is as follows. 

Lower School – the Lower School children (Reception, Y1 and Y2) will be able to access the Small World Area, wigwams and 

gazebo. The Small World will be accessed on a weekly rota basis starting with Y2 the week beginning 18th January, then Y1 

the following week and Reception the week after that. We will then review use of this area and adapt if necessary. We do have 

some Small World figures but if you have any others (e.g. small animal figures, small vehicles, figures etc) lying around at 

home not being used we would be very grateful for them. The wigwam and gazebo areas will be accessible to all Lower School 

children every lunchtime. Wellingtons will NOT be necessary for the Lower School children at this point. 

Upper School – the Upper School children (Y3 to Y6) will be able to access certain areas of the field on a rota basis. They 

WILL need wellingtons and will not be allowed on the grass unless they have brought some in. The children will need to bring 

them in on a Monday morning and take them home on a Friday night. We will look after the wellingtons during the week but do 

not have space to keep them when it is not their week to access the field. It is essential that the children have their names 

on the wellingtons – please make sure you write their name on the inside of both wellington boots before sending 

them in for the first time. It would also be very useful if they were in an easily recognisable plastic bag so that your child can 

find their wellies quickly in the storage area. They will be able to play in the sand pit, with the tyres, planks and small wooden 

coins, as well as accessing the willow tunnel, boulder area, willow seating area and the left hand side football pitch. We will be 

talking to the children about this during assembly this week and will be agreeing area limits as well as safe play with the tyres. 

The rota will work as follows: 

Year 5 and 6 to access the field the week beginning 18th January. Years 3 and 4 to access the field the week beginning 25th 

January and then it will work alternate weeks after. So basically every other week the children will need their wellingtons in 

school. At half term we will review the set up and make changes if necessary.  

Timetable for Wellies 18th Jan 25th Jan 1st Feb 8th Feb 

Upper School Y5 and Y6 Y3 and Y4 Y5 and Y6 Y3 and Y4 
 

I know the children are very excited about this and we expect most of them to be accessing the new areas. Inevitably, if they are 

on the grass being active and creative they will come home more muddy than usual. We feel the value of this play outweighs 

any muddy clothing and hope that you will support us with this. On the ‘Welly Week’ it would be good if your child comes in a 

warm, old coat as well as having gloves as this would make handling the tyres much easier. As I stated on the previous 

information leaflet, if you have any of the following items that you don’t need any more and are happy to donate to school then 

please send them in. 

 Buckets and spades (for playing in the sand pit) 

 Small world creatures and toys (e.g. animals, dinosaurs, cars, insects, McDonald toys etc.) 

 Old cookery things e.g. sieves, colanders, pans, spoons, ladles etc. (for use in the sand pit) 

Many thanks and we look forward to some exciting play ahead. 

Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 


