
Dear Parents,                                                                             April 2019 
We had a busy end to the term. The egg decorating was enjoyed by everyone. Thanks to all the Upper School family members 

who were able to come in and help out on the Thursday morning. The children (and parents) were as creative as ever and there 

were some terrific designs, making the judging difficult. You’ll have seen many of the winning entries on twitter. The Friends had 

a very successful coffee afternoon. Contributions from this and the raffle raised an incredible £439. Thank you for your kindness 

in donating so many chocolate eggs to enable this money to be raised. The Friends used about two thirds of the eggs for the 

raffle prizes and donated the remainder to Pact House so that families in our local area will benefit too. (Thanks to Daniel, 

Daniel’s Mum and Oliver for delivering these on the last day of term). Our Easter Service was well attended. The children 

showed confidence and self-assurance in their reciting of poetry, the choir sang beautifully and our ukulele group and guitarists 

entertained us with their music. We were also able to take some of the musicians to Stanley Park Care Home where their 

performance was greatly appreciated by the residents. On to sports; Year 3 enjoyed their Multi-Sports morning at Brandon on 

the last Tuesday and then the end of half term competitions took place on the Friday – our Y1 and Y2 footballers and Upper 

School dodgeball players all enjoying the thrill of competing against other schools. 

This term sees the Y2 children completing their KS1 assessments before half term and Y6 taking their SATs (Statutory 

Assessment Tests) the week beginning 13th May. All other children will complete assessments by half term. Leave of Absence at 

any time of the year is not ideal but during this period leading up to half term it is important that it is not requested. Over the 

last few years we have chosen to take three of the teacher training days in the lead up to May half term to enable parents, if 

they are wanting and are able to book a holiday out of the usual holiday time, to benefit from a slightly cheaper rate. 

We are hoping parents will be able to attend our Growth Mindset Event, ‘House of Cards’, on Monday 20th May, 9 until 10.  

Please keep the ‘Dates for your Diary’ pages as this will ensure that you keep up to date with activities up until the end of this 

academic year. As ever, if you have any questions or queries, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

                                                        Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 

 
You may have noticed that we have started to use a computerised form of our logo. The original 
was designed when we amalgamated in 2007, using a combination of ideas from the children, and 
we decided it was time to digitalise this to a more professional looking logo. Along with this we 
wanted to create a motto for our school – something that sums up concisely what we aim to do. 
After much consideration we have agreed on ‘Opening Doors, Enriching Lives’. Through learning, 
confidence building, development of resilience; we open doors. Through the additional activities we 
plan for the children, beyond the curriculum; we enrich lives. We felt this is what makes our school 
stand out. We hope you agree. 

 

Attendance to be celebrated! 
Every half term we review the attendance of all children in school. If we have any concerns, we will either write to parents or 
invite them in for a meeting. Where there has been improvement, following a letter or meeting, then we text to share this. We 
take this kind of action when attendance has fallen below 95%. In addition to this we continue to celebrate attendance with the 
children on a weekly basis. Our target is for the whole school attendance to be 96% or above. This term we have done 
particularly well. On the last day of term we celebrated the fact that for the whole of the spring term just over three quarters for 
the school (237/297 children, excluding Pre-School) had an attendance of 98% and above, and an amazing 42% of the whole 
school (excluding Pre-School)  had an attendance of 100% - that’s 124 children! It really is something to celebrate. Badges for 
100% and stickers for above 98% were awarded. Our overall attendance for the academic year is currently 96.53%  We hope 
we can sustain this as we move through the summer term. The class attendance award for the best attending class in the second 
half of the spring term was shared 3 ways by the two Reception classes and Mr Patterson’s class. £10 was been awarded for 
each class and they will decide how to spend this. 
 

 Places        A last reminder before we allocate Pre-School places to check if you, 

or any of your friends and family members, have a child who has just turned 3 years old or will do so before 

the end of August, then you are eligible to apply for a Pre-School place from September 2019. If you have 

not submitted an application yet, please request a form from the office and return it as soon as possible as 

we will be confirming places at the end of May. 
 

Bags of Help     Thank you to all who supported us with this fundraising. I am pleased to say that we 

will receive £1000 from Tesco to support further development of the outdoor area. This grant, along with money we 

have successfully bid for from Durham County, will go towards further developing our grounds; purchasing 

equipment to develop upper body strength, the creation of a boules pitch and another seating area. 

Congestion at the end of the day – We have been made aware that there is significant congestion at the Upper 

School exit at the end of the day. This is due to parents waiting for Upper School children whilst parents and children 

from the Lower School are trying to get past. Until we come up with a better alternative could Upper School parents 

please ensure that they leave a wide walk way through for the families coming from Lower School. Thank you. 



School Food – Packed Lunches brought in from home 

To grow and stay healthy children need to eat a nutritionally well-balanced diet.  Schools are an 

influential setting and can contribute significantly to improving the health and well-being of pupils.  

Good nutrition in childhood can help to prevent a variety of health problems, both in the short term and later in life. 

There is increasing concern that many children are consuming too much fat, sugar and salt and too little fibre, fruit 

and vegetables. 

Packed lunches can contribute to almost a third of a child’s weekly food intake and therefore need to be balanced 

and nutritious. Our aim is to ensure that packed lunches brought in from home reflect the standards for school 

meals. We therefore state certain requirements if children bring a packed lunch in from home. 

Ideally children’s packed lunches should be based on the ‘Eatwell Guide’ model which shows items in the 5 main 
food groups; (Food Standards Agency). 
 

Bread, Rice, Potatoes, Pasta 
These starchy foods are a healthy source of energy.  Packed lunches 

should include 2 or more portions. 
 

Fruit and Vegetables 
These foods provide vitamins, minerals and fibre.  Lunches should 
include at least 1 portion of fruit and 1 portion of vegetables / salad, or 
more. 
 

Milk and Dairy foods  
These foods provide calcium for healthy bones and teeth.  Include 1 
portion at lunch. 
 

Meat, Fish, Eggs, Beans 
These foods provide protein for growth.  Packed lunches should include 1 portion of these foods. 
 

Foods and drinks high in fat and / or sugar 
It is important not to fill up on too many foods that are high in fat and / or sugar at the expense of other more nutritious foods.  
Limiting high fat and sugar foods will help protect young people from becoming overweight as well as helping prevent tooth 
decay, heart disease, stroke, and diabetes.   

 

To ensure consistency and to keep packed lunches in line with food standards for school meals, packed 
lunches should not contain the following: 

 Fizzy / sugary drinks in cartons, bottles or cans 
 Chocolate-coated products / sweets / confectionary  
 Cereal bars, fruit bars high in salt, sugar or fat 
 Chocolate spread as a filling for sandwiches 
 Chewing gum 
 Sugared / toffee and salted popcorn 
 Crisps or any packet savoury snacks high in salt and fat 
 Salted nuts 

Please support your school by not including these items in a packed lunch. If your child does bring such items into 
school they will be told not to eat them and will be asked to take them back home with them.  
 

Drinks – any drinks provided in lunch boxes should only include either plain water, milk (semi-skimmed), 
unsweetened fresh fruit juice, diluted fresh fruit juice, fruit or dairy based smoothies. 
 

Monitoring and Evaluation  
The school will carry out monitoring of packed lunch provision - where there may be concerns over a child’s food / 
nutrition intake and / or content of packed lunches, this will be dealt with sensitively. If the concern continues, we 
will contact parents.  
 

The Packed Lunch Policy in its entirety can be found on our school website. 
 

Sharing your views with us              Our Parent Questionnaire was responded to during March 2019 

Thanks to all who shared their views with us in our recent Parent Questionnaire. The following is a summary of the responses to 
the Parent View on-line questions and to the first part of the paper questionnaire. We have also included some of the responses 
to the written sections. To see the full questionnaire with all comments made by parents and our responses, please go to our 
website for this document. It is too long to reproduce on paper. 



Your responses: 
Clearly from the information on the questionnaires, parents are very happy with our school and the education we are offering. 
The questionnaire children from Y2 to Y6 responded to also confirms this. Children feel safe, are well cared for and make good 
progress. The school is well led and the leaders respond quickly to any concerns. On the school specific questions, you recognise 
the steps we have taken to reduce financial demands, appreciate receiving a paper copy of the newsletter but would really like 
the school to adopt an on-line payment system. We have looked into this and you will be receiving information with regard to 
the setting up of this very soon.  

Parent View Summary 72 responses (as of 13th March 2019) 1 response = approx. 1.39% 
Question Strongly 

Agree+Agree 
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Don’t 
Know 

My child is happy at this school 97% 3% 0% 0% 

My child feels safe at this school 96% 4% 0% 0% 

My child makes good progress at this school  98% 1% 0% 1% 

My child is well looked after at this school 93% 6% 0% 1% 

My child is taught well at this school 99% 1% 0% 0% 

My child receives appropriate homework for their age  96% 4% 0% 0% 

This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved  91% 7% 0% 3% 

This school deals effectively with bullying  61% 6% 3% 31% 

This school is well led and managed 95% 3% 0% 3% 

This school responds well to any concerns I raise  87% 6% 1% 6% 

I receive valuable information from the school about my child’s 
progress  

93% 6% 1% 0% 

Would you recommend this school to another parent? 96% 4%  

GENERAL QUESTIONS  Yes No 

1.  Can you confirm that you have completed the 12 questions on line via Parent View? 81% 9% + others no 

response to this 

2.  We aim to give your child a variety of enrichment experiences beyond the classroom. We feel this is 
really important to a child’s education.  We are also very aware of the financial demands a school can 
make. 
We constantly look for ways we can fund activities (through external funding, fundraising activities in 
school etc.) and also ask you, on occasions, for a voluntary contribution – particularly for educational 
visits. 
We have also requested that you send a card, or take time to speak to us, to show your appreciation, 
rather than buying a gift for staff. 
 
Do you recognise the steps we have taken to reduce the financial demands on you as parents? 
 
Do you feel that you get value for money (a good combination of things you don’t have to pay for and 
those we request support with)? 

 

 

 

Yes No 

97% 3% 

97% 3% 

Sharing of information and payments to school.  We are looking at developing more efficient ways to share information and for 

you to make financial contributions. We want to make things easier for you but also to be more environmentally friendly.  

3.  Newsletters are sent out at least twice a term. We send out one copy per family. They are also 
available on the school website. 
Letters for educational visits, residentials etc. are also sent out as paper copies. 
Do you like receiving a paper copy or would you prefer it if you could access a copy on-line either 
through email, app or on the website? 

Please tick accordingly 

Paper 

copy 

On-line via 

email/app/ 

website 

80% 80% + 7% 
would like both 

4.  We are considering offering the option of making payments to school on-line (e.g. ParentPay). This 

would mean that any payments could be made through an app or a website rather than sending in 

cash e.g. school dinners, voluntary contributions for school visits. 

Would you be interested in this facility? 

Yes No 

89% 11% 

5.  Attendance:  
 

a) Are you aware of how we reward good attendance? 
 

b) Are you aware of how we tackle attendance that’s a concern? 

 Yes No 

a) 85% 15% 

b) 69% 31% 

 



Here is a flavour of the some of the comments made in the more open section of the questionnaire :-  

In your opinion, what are the school’s strengths? 
 Wonderful, enthusiastic staff who provide positive and encouraging environment for our children (Y3) 
 Communication with parents, advice and support, to help your child achieve the best they can (Rec) 
 Friendly and approachable staff. Great outdoor area (especially for improving different abilities), child 

friendly and safe. Encourages learning through different forms and awards children when they do well. (Rec) 
 Staff – I find the staff very approachable and will always help when possible. (Y4) 
 Organising events – World Book Day etc. (Y4) 
 Working with the community (Y2) 
 Good at dealing with any issues I have. Supported my son with his behaviour choices. (Y1 and PS) 
 Good updates within newsletters from school  (Y1) 
 Lots of good ground for outdoor play. The Pre-School is a big strength and has been very helpful to me and 

my tribe of children all being in the same school (Rec, Y1 and Y2) 
 Wonderful staff who are approachable and helpful (Rec and Y4) 
 The quality of teaching is outstanding. All of the teachers my children have had had all got to know them 

really well, which has meant a lot to our family. We really appreciate all of the homework, spelling and 
reading books that come home to help us support their learning at home (PS, Y1 and Y4) 

 Open, friendly and supportive culture where children can flourish to learn, through learning by mistakes, 
practise and growth mindset. Brilliant teachers too! (Rec and Y4) 

 The staff members are excellent. We feel that the teachers and other adults know our children well and 
treat them with care. We value the caring ethos of the school. Our children are able to make progress not 
only academically but also socially and creatively. (Y3 and Y6) 

 Eager to keep everyone happy and up to date. Go that extra mile to help children out in class work. Very 
open-door policy. Someone always available to speak to. Help children to exceed. (Y6) 

 Responsive Head Teacher – listens and responds well to any issues raised. Good range of extra-curricular 
activities. Strong Early Years Department. Strong arts/musical culture/ethos. OPAL (Y1) 

 My daughter comes home feeling encouraged and wants to continue learning once she is home (Y2) 
 Communication – I hear other parents saying it’s poor. I then find out they don’t keep newsletters, don’t 

follow the twitter page etc.  Also – dealing with any issues raised. (Rec) 

What opportunities is your child offered that you really value? 
 The huge range of opportunities offered from before and after school. Child care and groups, sporting 

activities, fun activities, like a campouts, residential activities and wonderful environment to learn and thrive 
in. (Y3) 

 Trips, sports events at other schools i.e. Brandon, Times Tables Rockstars (Y2 and 4) 
 A range of activities to help children explore and learn through different techniques (Rec) 
 Speaking in public – as she comes across as shy but just needs encouragement. Outdoor activities – she 

loves challenges and working as a team. Think she would be good at leadership opportunities. (Y5) 
 OPAL – I’m never keen on my children ‘playing out’ so the opportunity to run, climb, play and get dirty. (Rec 

and Y4) 
 We really value the After-School opportunities offered to our children as well as the access we have to 

additional resources like Bug Club, Mathletics and Rockstars (PS, Y1 and Y4) 
 All the trips that are offered or we’re privileged to take part in. (Y6) 
 Weekly homework, lots of information/ communication in planned (Rec and Y3) 
 Expansive range of opportunities for children across the year groups; both academically and in terms of 

wider opportunities. (Rec and Y3) 
 Being able to play without too many restrictions, while still being safe. Able to engage in lots of activities 

including swimming lessons. (Y3) 
 Ukulele and football have helped our daughter gain confidence and skills, as did the Grinton residential. (Y2 

and Y5) 
 Trips away, fundraising for good charities and all the activities that happen all year round (56) 
 The trips to Grinton and Howtown are particularly valuable because children learn independence, new skills, 

more confidence and make new friends who they learn to trust and communicate with when in new and 
different surroundings. 

 Even though our daughter started mid-term we were accepted by all staff and pupils. We received full 
support from all of staff of school and council. (Y1) 

 A wide range of activities that goes beyond the national curriculum – sledging, author visits and trips to the 



Gala Theatre (Y1 and PS) 
 The freedom to explore outside and the wide range of toys and facilities. Non-Uniform days – my daughter 

looks forward to these and makes her excited to go to school. The chance to play with wheelchairs, crutches 
etc. I think it is fantastic that they are normalised (Y1) 

 Healthy eating requirements for packed lunches. Outside play areas and allowing kids the freedom to use it. 
(Y3) 

What do you think the school could do to improve? We have put our responses in bold and italics. 
General Comments: 

 I think the school needs to improve security in a morning e.g. staff on the school gate. My daughter ran out 
after I sent her in school. Also I got locked on the playground. I could have been anyone. (Y1)  
We have considered what we can do to further increase our security. Mr Barclay (Caretaker) now stands 
at the exit gate to ensure that no children leave once they have come onto the school grounds. He then 
locks the gate at about 9:10, when all parents should have left the school grounds. 

 Realise attendance is important and various reasons, not all appropriate, that other parents keep their kids 
off. But wellbeing of a child is important – not just numbers (Rec)  
Wellbeing is our priority and attendance is part of this. If children are ill then they need to be at home but, 
as this parent appreciates, there are times when children could be in school when they are not. 

 Share social media content via email/website for parents who don’t use social media (Y3)  
Twitter is a quick and easy way to share school news. It’s too time consuming to try to share this through 
other media. We use twitter and have it locked to ensure it’s safe. Sadly, this means that the link on the 
website does not work and we will remove it. It’s well worth following us on twitter and we now have 385 
followers. We hope that if anyone wants to see what we are up to then twitter is the way – all you need is 
an email address and then download the App. Ask any member of staff and they’ll help you with this. 

Reponses to comments on a similar theme: 

School Grounds: 
 Sometimes on arrival to drop or collect my daughter there are a number of large items left on the footpaths 

of the school e.g. plastic tubs, planks of wood. I’ve seen a number of little ones when it’s busy fall over 
these. They should not be on public walkways. (Y1) 

 All that annoys me is this. On a number of occasions children and parents have tripped over crates, poles. 
Upon school drop off and collection the paths should be cleared. It gets very busy and you can’t always see 
these until you see a child or parent tripping over them. Accident waiting to happen. (Y1)  
We apologise for this and, since the questionnaire, have referred to this problem in the March newsletter. 
We will monitor the situation and endeavour to ensure that any obstacles are put away. We are also 
conscious of litter that blows on to the grounds. We are considering organising some regular litter pickers. 

 
Meals related comments: 

 Unfortunately, our children have not enjoyed their school lunches this year and this has resulted in us 
(reluctantly) deciding to go down the packed lunch route. (Y3 and Y6)  

 Provide enough hot dinners for everyone – my child often does not get his first choice of hot lunch, one day 
telling me he’d been given a sandwich with cabbage! (Y4)   

 More regular reports on how the children are doing at school – particular in relation to meal times (Rec) 

 Send menus out for lower school children if possible or online as my children always choose a sandwich as 
they are fussy eaters and scared to try things they don’t know what’s on. (Rec, Y1 and Y2)  

 It is often difficult to find out what my child had for lunch and how much she ate. Copies of menus would be 
useful (Rec)  
We work the school meals on a rota in the Upper School – Y3 and 4 get first choice one week/Y5 and 6 the 
next. Unfortunately, Taylor Shaw (meals provider) have a budget to work within and so can’t ensure all 3 
choices are available for the last children in. We continue to look at ways we could adopt to manage this 
better.  We will investigate how to make the menus accessible on the website. 

 
 
 
 



World Book Day Comments: 
 Involving the children in more (e.g. World Book Day, Children in Need) (Y2)  
 Take part in the fun things like Pudsey, World Book Day etc as the kids used to love doing all this but not 

they don’t take part. (Rec, Y1 and Y2)  
 The chance to have more creative days such as dressing up for World Book Day – have pyjama days and so 

on – it’s a great way for more fundraising and these days are looked forward to. They inspire kids to get 
creative and it refreshes them – a talking point for all. (Y1)  

 It would be good if the children could dress up for World Book Day. Our children loved doing this and we 
have all (as many parents) been disappointed it stopped. (Y2 and Y5)  
We have actively chosen not to dress up for World Book Day since it has become more commercialised. 
Instead we have planned for creative weeks where we have a different stimulus to excite and motivate 
the children as well as paying for an author to come in and speak to the children. e.g. linked with this 
year’s author, Lou Treleaven, we had a number of different themes during the week including KS2 – Alien 
visit, Y2 Inventions and EY making toys. With regard to the charity days, the School Council decide on 3 
charities to support during the year. Sometimes they choose the ‘big’ charities, at other times they are 
more local and they decide on the activity they want to do to raise the money. 

 

              Communication: 

 Communication is sometimes last minute (Y1)  
 Communication with parents or children and proper systems in place for this which I think may be 

implemented now for children being picked up by relevant people. (Y1) 
 Communication isn’t always great. The on-line payment ability would also be extremely helpful (PS, Y2 & Y4) 
 Organise and inform in advance (Y6)  
 Communication with parents (Y1 and Y4) 
 On-line payment. More notice with text messages. (PS and Y1)  
 Communication, especially by text, often last minute. (Y2) 

BUT one parent said the following - Communication – I hear other parents saying it’s poor. I then find out 
they don’t keep newsletters, don’t follow the twitter page etc.  Also – dealing with any issues raised. (Rec) 
We set the vast majority of dates in September for the whole year. This is shared with parents by mid- 
September on the newsletter. After that we tend to do termly updates as and when required through 
further newsletters. There are some dates that are added during the year and these are added to the 
‘Dates for your Diary’ sheet on the newsletter or parents are informed separately. Text messages are sent 
out nearer the time for most events but these are merely a reminder. We will explore these concerns and, 
if possible, make further improvements. 
 

               Communication with parents re progress: 

 Communication with parents re progress – there is no information between Parents Evenings. There appear 
to be no rewards for good behaviour, positive attitude to learning and positive engagement with learning. 
(Y1) 

 Perhaps an on-line portal where parents could view their child’s progress. (Rec)  
The best way to see your child’s progress is by looking at their work in school. Parents get opportunities to 
see work 3 times a year. We will consider adding to the Attitudes Sheet (given out to parents from Y1 
upwards) a section indicating if the child is on track to meet Age Related Expectations by the end of the 
year. 

 Better system for viewing activities and documenting learning – something on-line. (PS) 

 More info on how my child is progressing rather than waiting until next parent evening e.g. texts, email or 
notes in organiser (Y5) 

 I would like to have more regular updates on my son’s performance at school. A meeting with the SENDCo 
or a monthly plan to get him to where he should be academically (Y3) 

 A bit more communication on goals and how they are trying to reach them and if there is anything I could do 
at home to help a bit more. (Rec) 
There are other ways of tracking your child’s progress from home e.g. by signing up for a report on 
Mathletics, logging on to Accelerated Reader (Upper School). We’re going to add this information to the 
Personal Organiser next year to make it easier for you to find this information. 
We are considering how to change our approach to Parent Meetings/ Attitudes sheets to make this kind of 
feedback more regular.  



Additional comments – If you want to explain any of your answers or if there is anything else you would like us to know 
about, please tell us here. 

Communicating directly with staff: 

 It would be good to have emails for our children’s class teachers as it can be hard to get in touch with them 
if you don’t do the school run. (Y2 and Y5) 

 Have felt that it might be beneficial to have a means of messaging staff – via a message to teacher. As I used 
to just pop in but felt it might be better and more effective if this was done online. The increased security 
(which is necessary) I feel has made the school less accessible/approachable/friendly and needs a means of 
communicating online/reviewing. This is by no means a criticism. (Y5)  
School communication takes place in a variety of ways. Face to face is the best, but we understand this is 
not always possible. For things such as absence then it’s important we get a phone call regarding this. For 
any concerns or for more information regarding something then it is possible to email the school via the 
contact link on the website or, even better, ring school to either have a conversation with the person 
concerned or to arrange an appointment. The school email address is tanfieldlea@durhamlearning.net  

 

 Finally – the ‘Dates for your Diary’ for the rest of the term. Please save this for future reference. 

Dates for your Diary  
Tuesday 23rd April Back to School.       Y5s from 56T to take part in a Robotics Project at Tanfield School 

(5 Tuesday afternoons starting today) 5E to attend from 4th June for 5 weeks. 

Wednesday 24th April Pre-School to all visit Hall Hill Farm.          Boy’s Football Matches at home 

Tuesday 30th April Boys' Football - County Semi-Final in Chester-le-Street 
Wednesday 1st May Y4 Football matches at home 
Friday 3rd May Non School Uniform Day – please send in a donation for school fund (1 per family) 

Y4 boys and Y4/5 girls friendly football matches at home 

Monday 6th May BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 

Tuesday 7th May KS1 SATs to start this week – it’s really important they are in school for this – please 
ensure no LOA is requested during May for any children. 

Friday 10th May Mini Miners’ Gala at St. Margaret’s Church for Y4 children  (1 until 3:15 p.m.) 

Monday 13th May Y6 SATs WEEK and School Assessment for the rest of the school         
It is very important that you do not book a holiday for this week or for the weeks 
leading up to it.  Requests will not be authorised and absence will impact on your 
child’s attainment. 

Half of Howtown payment to be made by today please. 

Friday 17th May Y3/4 Cricket Competition, Y1/2 Athletics and ABCs @ Brandon Cricket Club (Venue TBC) 

Monday 20th May House of Cards Growth Mindset Activity for parents and children – approx. 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. All welcome 

Tuesday 21st May Howtown Slideshow @ 9 a.m. for parents of Y6 who went to Howtown  

Y1 Multi Skills Festival @ Langley Moor  
Fundraising for a local charity this time – organised by School Council 

Wednesday 22nd May TEACHER TRAINING DAY – no children in school today 

HALF TERM Wednesday 22nd May to Friday 31st May inclusive 

Monday 3rd June  Back to School.     SPORTS WEEK – various activities encouraging healthy, active living. 

Tuesday 4th June  Class 5E to take part in a Robotics Project at Tanfield School (5 Tuesday afternoons 
starting today) 

Family Sponsored Bike Ride – 3:15 until 6 p.m. From Tanfield to Leadgate and back. 

Wednesday 5th June Upper School Sports Day – from about 9:15 onwards 
Pre-School and Reception Sports Day – 1 until about 1:30 
KS1 Sports Day – 1:45 onwards 
(Alternative date in case of bad weather – Thursday 6th June (Please note change)) 

Thursday 6th June Alternative date for Sports Day in case of bad weather (changed from Friday) 
Children to do a Growth Mindset activity based on Austin’s Butterfly 

Friday 7th 
June 

Fundraising Non-School Uniform Day for Dementia Friends – children to come dressed 
in non-school uniform wearing clothing back to front.  Please send in a donation for 
Dementia Friends (1 per family) 

ACTIVE Day – supported by CNS Sports – variety of activities for the children. 

mailto:tanfieldlea@durhamlearning.net


Monday 10th June Phonics Testing Week – Y1 and those Y2 children who did not reach the required standard 
last year. Again-important for children to be in school. 

Monday 10th June – 
after school 

Community Litter Pick – children and family to be asked to volunteer to litter pick in our 
local community 

Thursday 13th June German Event in Durham for all who applied to visit Germany in December.  
It is no longer possible for us to take part in this. 

Reception to visit the Great North Museum – all day 

Y6 Leavers’ Service at Durham Cathedral – service is during the afternoon but possibility of 
children taking part in a morning activity in Durham too. 

Meeting for new parents (new Reception children) 4 p.m. in Lower School Hall – no children to 
attend this meeting 

Sleepover with Brandon for Y6 – starting at 7 p.m. 

Friday 14th June Activity Day at Brandon Primary for Y5 and Y6 

Tuesday 18th June New Reception children and their parents to visit – 3:30 until 4:30 

Wednesday 19th June New Reception children visits (children starting in September 2019) 

Wednesday 26th June New Reception children visits (children starting in September 2019) 

Thursday 27th June In It Together Conference for Y4 children at Spennymoor Leadership Centre. 
Joint event with Y4 children from Brandon Primary School 

Monday 1st July Transition Days 
for Tanfield 
School 

Children move to new class second lesson today 

Tuesday 2nd July 4 p.m. Pre-School Meeting for those children starting in Sept. 

Wednesday 3rd July Transition afternoon for Rec children moving to Y1 & their parents (from 1 p.m.) 

5:15 Meeting for parents and children re Grinton Residential 
Friday 5th July Non School Uniform Day – please send in a donation for school fund (1 per family) 

Reports go out to parents today 

Evening of 5th July Possible Family Camping Night on school grounds – more information soon 

Week Beg 8th July Y6 children and parents asked to complete Exit Questionnaire 

Full Payment to be made for Grinton Residential by today 

Tuesday 9th July Y2 Multi Sports Festival @ Langley Moor 

Friday 12th July Y5/6 Athletics Competition, Y3 Maths Challenge and ABCs @ Brandon – all day 

Monday 15th July Dress Rehearsal for Y6 Performance this afternoon – approx. 1:30 

Y6 Leavers’ Meal – 4:45 until 5:45 at local venue 

Tuesday 16th July Y2 Moving on Assembly – parents invited – approx. 9:15 start 

6 p.m. Evening Performance of Y6 Performance 

Wednesday 17th July Lower School Fun Day 

Thursday 18th July Upper School Walk from Craster to Embleton  

Friday 19th July Y6 Leavers’ Celebration Assembly approx. 9 a.m. start – Parents welcome 
Upper School to go to Oakies Park following Assembly 

Friday 19th July 3:15 Summer Holidays begin 

Tuesday 3rd September  New Term starts 

Teacher Training Days (when no children in) 2019-2020 are Friday 22nd November, Wednesday to Friday 20th to 
22nd May. Please note, our last day of the academic year 2019-2020 is Monday 20th July 2020. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS – Spring 1 (Half Term 5)  After School Child Care runs every day from the end of the 

school day until 5:30 – this is for all children from Reception through to Y6. Children in Y1 and above can attend the CNS Sports 

Club as part of this. The CNS Booking Form must be used for this (already sent out). As well as the CNS daily sports clubs, we do have 

other clubs on offer. The children will have already received letters for some of the clubs and others will be sent out in the coming 

weeks once they are ready to begin. 
Day Club Where it takes place Time 

Monday CNS Sports Club – Small Ball Games In Lower School (Y1-6. Not Reception but Child Care available) 3.15-4.15 

Tuesday CNS Sports Club – Multi-Sports In Lower School (Y1-6. Not Reception but Child Care available) 3.15-4.15 

Wednesday CNS Sports Club – Cricket In Lower School (Y1-6. Not Reception but Child Care available) 3.15-4.15 

Lingotots–Learn Spanish In Upper School. For Y1 to Y6 children  3:15 – 4:15 

Football Training (Starting 8th May) Outside. Years 4 to 6 (Not starting until 8th due to matches) 3:15 – 4:20 

Thursday Home Learning Club In Upper School. By Invitation only - for KS2  3.15-4.00 

CNS Sports Club - Dodgeball In Lower School (Y1-6. Not Reception but Child Care available) 3.15-4.15 

Friday CNS Sports Club – Athletics In Lower School (Y1-6. Not Reception but Child Care available) 3.15-4.15 
Y1 and Y2 children will be selected from this club to compete with Brandon and Langley at end of the half term 

 


