
Tanfield Lea Community Primary School – Newsletter May 2017  
Dear Parents, 
This is our half termly newsletter updating you with some news items and reminding you about 
many of the activities coming up in the next two months. Our Y2 children will take part in the Multi Skills Event at 
Witton Gilbert tomorrow morning and or Y3 and Y4 Cricket Team will be competing at Brandon on Friday 19th May 
accompanied by the Anti-Bullying Champions, who will be meeting with their peers in the other schools. In addition 
to this our Y4 are attending the ‘In it Together’ Conference in Spennymoor on Tuesday 23rd (don’t forget they’ll be a 
little late back to school at the end of the day – approx. 3.30 p.m.) 
We break up on Tuesday 23rd May and return to school on Monday 5th June. Please read on to find out more about 
events past and those to come up after half term. 
          Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 

 
OPAL 
As we tweeted before Easter – we have had our OPAL assessment and achieved the highest 
possible award - Platinum. This reflects the commitment the staff have shown to offering this high-
quality play to all our children at lunchtime. Thank you also for your support with this – recognising 
the benefits of this play and enriching it through all the donations you have sent in. 

 

Social Media Policy 
Recently the governors have revised and agreed a Social Media Policy for staff, children and 

parents. A copy of this has been uploaded to the website and the pertinent part for parents and 

carers is in Section C. 

It reminds parents and carers about their responsibilities regarding their own use of social 

networking. The policy reminds parents and carers that they must not post pictures of pupils, other 

than their own children, on social networking sites where these photographs have been taken at 

a school event. With regards to concerns or complaints, parents should make these known 

through official school channels rather than posting them on social networking sites. Parents 

should not post malicious or fictitious comments on social networking sites about any member of 

the school community. We appreciate you adhering to this. 

 

Parent Governor Vacancy 
We have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our Governing Body. The role of a school governor is to 

contribute to the work of the full governing body in ensuring high standards of achievement for all 

children in the school by: 

 Setting the school’s vision, ethos and strategic direction; 

 Holding the Head Teacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its 

children; and 

 Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent 

School governors provide strategic leadership and accountability in schools. They appoint the Head 

Teacher and Deputy Head Teacher and hold the responsibility for finance in schools, working with the 

Head Teacher to make the tough decisions about balancing resources. 

Each individual governor is a member of a governing body. Decisions are the joint responsibility of the 

governing body.  

The role of the governing body is a strategic one, its key functions are to: 

 Set the aims and objectives for the school 

 Set the policies for achieving those aims and objectives 

 Set the targets for achieving those aims and objectives 

 Monitor and evaluate the progress the school is making towards the achievement of its aims 

and objectives 

 Be a source of challenge and support to the head teacher (a critical friend) 

The commitment to this role would include attendance at the Full Governing Body Meeting once a 

term, attendance at at least one subcommittee meeting once a term for either the Achievement and 

Data, Teaching and Learning or Health and Safety and Safeguarding Groups in addition to attending 

Personnel or Finance meetings. 

If you think you would like to put yourself forward for this role then please pick up a nomination form 

from the office. Applications should be made by Monday 22nd May, 2017.  



Sporting Successes 
The football season is almost over and our teams have performed extremely well. 
Our girls’ team have shown great spirit, energy, enthusiasm and resilience in all their games as well as 
being such good sports. They have enjoyed success by coming joint first in the County Cup Semi-Final – 
losing only on goal difference. A fantastic season for them. 
 

The boys’ teams have also had an amazing season. The squad (A and B teams) have shown 
great commitment to their training and enjoyed all the games they have played - there have been a lot and 
the season is not over yet. Successes have included winning the league, the Brandon Cup (twice!)  the Ted 
Young 5-a-side tournament and making the County 5-a-side finals, being finalists to represent Sunderland 
A.F.C. and they now look forward to competing in the Champions League on Tuesday 23rd May and being 
presented with the League Winners trophy. A season any team would be proud of  
 
GORDON WALTON LEAGUE – SEASON 16/17 

SCHOOL PLAYED WON DRAWN LOST POINTS 

Tanfield Lea A 14    11 2 1 35 

St. Mary’s 14    10                    2 2 32 

Delves Lane 14 8 3 3 27 

Burnopfield 14 6 4 4 22 

Consett St. Pat’s A 14 5 2 7 17 

Consett County 14 3 2 9 11 

Consett St. Pat’s B 14 1 3 10 6 

Tanfield Lea B 14 2 0 12 6 

 
 London Marathon – our final sporting success this term has been with Harry’s Mum (Rec). 
Tracey ran the London Marathon in April and was the 15th woman from the masses over 
the line completing it in 2 hours and 49 minutes. She also raised money for the Friends of 
the school through this. Thank you and well done for an amazing run  

 

Staff Changes for September 2017 
It’s often during the summer when we have some movement with staff and this year is no exception. 

Mr Barron (Year 2 Teacher) has worked with us for two years but has decided to emigrate to 

Australia. He will leave the U.K. in September to start a new life there. We wish him luck and thank 

him for the education he has provided to our children over the last two years. In addition to this Mrs 

Wilks, Play Leader (used to be known as Lunchtime Supervisor) will retire in the summer. She has 

worked at Tanfield Lea both in the Infant School, before amalgamation, and since 2007 in the primary 

school. She is looking forward to having more time to herself and enjoying her grandchildren. I know 

you will join me in thanking Mrs Wilks and Mr Barron as they move on. 

We are interviewing soon for our teaching post and will be advertising for a Play Leader straight after 

half term.  

As I informed you in our last newsletter we were the process of advertising for a new caretaker. I am 

pleased to inform you that we were successful in appointing a replacement and Mr Barclay has started 

with us today. We welcome him to our school and look forward to working with him. I am sure you will 

meet him on your visits to school. 

Finally, I am delighted to inform you that due to the increase in places for our Pre-School from 

September we have appointed Mrs Dunham as our Key Worker and lead teacher. As many of you will 

know, Mrs Dunham has led the Pre-School since it opened and, following her successful year of 

teacher training, she will take up the post in September.  
 

National Tests 
Our Y6 are very pleased to have completed the national tests in Reading, Maths and Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar last week. We’ve impressed with the way they have tackled these, giving their best. Y2 have also 
completed the internal KS1 assessments over the last two weeks again, working well and trying their best. The rest 
of the school will be completing their termly assessments this week. Y1 will complete the national phonics test 
during the week beginning 12th June. 

Holidays in School Time  



Our current whole school attendance is 96.28%. 

This time last year it was 95.91% so we are showing an improvement 0.37%. And I hope we can sustain this % up 

to the end of term. 

Thank you to the families who have used the upcoming Teacher Training days to book holidays – saving money 

for the family as well as avoiding having to request Leave of Absence. 

As we regularly remind you, good attendance is the key to successful schooling and our school target for 

attendance is 96.5%. We celebrate good attendance every week in our Friday Assembly through weekly class 

and individual awards. This table shows clearly how absence can impact on the % attendance. 

Percentage Attendance Days missed over a school year 

100% 0 days missed 

95% 10 days missed 

90% 20 days missed 

85% 30 days missed 

88% 40 days missed 
 
Thursday/Friday 15th/ 16th June – Y6 Sleepover followed by Y5 and Y6 Activity Day 

Our Y6 children are invited to a Sleepover event with their friends at Brandon Primary School (cost only £5). We 
are hoping that the majority of Y6 will attend and that parents can help with transport over to Brandon that 
evening. The children will then stay on for the Activity Day on Friday 16th June which is joint with Y5.  
The Y6 children who have attended the sleepover will have their breakfast at Brandon and then wait for the rest 
of our children to arrive by bus on the Friday morning. Those children eligible for Free School Meals will be 
provided with a packed lunch, the rest of the children will need to bring theirs for the day (those on the sleepover will 
need to bring theirs with them on the Thursday night and they will be stored in the fridge). 
Children can come in casual clothes but these must be clothes and footwear they can be active in (no football shirts 
please). Trousers and trainers will be essential for girls and boys as they will be involved in a variety of outdoor activities 
including a climbing wall. All children will return to school for the end of the day. 
 

After School Child Care Questionnaire 
Thank you to everyone who responded to our request for information regarding interest in arranging After 

School Child Care. We are now looking at the feedback we have received and will consider what we could 

potentially provide. We will consult with the Local Authority regarding the responses we have had and I 

will write again once I have a specific proposal to make. 
 

Sports Day and Sports Week 
Straight after half term is our Sports Week. Sports included during this week will be  

 Hoopstarz – a company we have booked to come and work with all children from Pre-School to Y6. 

This will be an engaging, heart rate raising, exciting session for your children. They will master the art 

of Hula Hooping, even if they believe they can’t, and they’ll do it to the most up to date and 

motivating music. There’ll be tricks to be mastered, games to be played and Hoop Battles to be 

won! They’ll have so much fun they won’t even realise they are exercising. 

 Family Bike Ride – letters will go out for this next week. It’s our annual sponsored bike ride on Tuesday 

6th June, straight after school. We leave from school and cycle on the cycle path to Leadgate. We 

hope many of you will be able to join us for this. 

 Sports Day – weather permitting this will take place on Wednesday 7th June. The Upper School will 

be in the morning, starting as soon after 9.15 as possible. Pre-School and Early Years will be from 1 

until 1.30 and Key Stage 1 (Y1 and Y2) will be from 1.45. Parents are welcome to join us for this. 
 

School Nurse – opportunity to meet/make an appointment with our school nurse 
Our school nurse (Claire Richardson) is going to hold half termly drop-in/appointment sessions at our 

school. She will be in school over lunchtime, meeting and talking with the children and then from 12.30 

she will be available for parents to book an appointment with her. If there is anything you wish to discuss 

with her regarding the health of your child then it’s a good opportunity to do this. Please contact the 

school office to arrange an appointment. 
Finally, towards the end of the school day – from 2.45 p.m. – she will be operating a casual drop-in session 

when you can literally do just that – drop-in to see her. To access this just come to the main entrance to 

sign in and then we’ll direct you to where Claire will be. We hope that many will make the most of this 

opportunity. Dates for this term are: - 

 Thursday 15th June – appointments available from 12.30          Drop in from 2.45 p.m. 
 Thursday 13th July – appointments available from 12.30           Drop in from 2.45 p.m. 

 

Every Day Counts! Every Day Counts! 



Please note the new date added for Thursday 13th July – as part of the Durham Brass Festival we are hosting the 
Welsh band Llaggerub formed in 2015, taking its name from Dylan Thomas’ fictional town from Under Milk Wood. 
They present a ‘ferocious but flavoursome mix of Jazz and Hip Hop combined with a dash of Welsh Pop channelled 
by way of the age-old march band tradition.’ We’re hoping the weather will be good and so they’ll be able to 
perform outside. If this is the case, please come early that afternoon and join us for the concert – 2 p.m. start. 

SUMMER TERM 2017 

Monday 15th May ASSESSMENT WEEK for rest of the school 

Tuesday 16th May Y2 Multi Skills Festival with Brandon, Langley Moor & Witton @ Brandon (9.30-12) 

Friday 19th May 

 

Y3 and Y4 Cricket Competition v Brandon, LM and WG @ Witton (9.30-12) and Anti-

Bullying Team out all morning. 

Tuesday 23rd May In It Together Conference for Y4 children at Spennymoor Leadership Centre. 

Joint event with Y4 children from Brandon Primary School. Back @ approx. 3.30 p.m. 

HALF TERM HOLIDAY BEGINS @ 3.15   

Weds-Fri 24 -26th May Teacher Training Days – no children in school 

Mon 5th June Children back to school 

5th June – 9th June SPORTS WEEK – various activities encouraging healthy living 

Monday 5th and Tues 6th  Hoopstarz in to work with all children on hoopla skills 

Tuesday 6th June SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE – 3.15pm – 6pm Tanfield to Leadgate and back 

Wednesday 7th June  SPORTS DAY          a.m. Upper School                  

p.m. Early Years 1 until 1.30      Key Stage 1 (Y1 & 2) 1.45 onwards 

Alternative date in case of bad weather – Friday 9th June 

Friday 9th June Non-School Uniform Day – please bring a donation for school fund 

12th June to 16th June Y1 Phonics Test Week (+ those children in Y2 who did not reach required level) 

Thursday 15th June School Nurse offering appointments for parents and Drop in Session 12.30 onwards 

Meeting for new parents (new Reception children) 4.30 p.m. in Lower School Hall 

No children at this meeting. 

Sleepover for Y6 at Brandon Primary School – Starting 7 p.m.   

Friday 16th June Activity Day at Brandon for Y5 and Y6 children 

Tuesday 20th June New Reception children and their parents to visit – 3.30 until 4.30 

Wednesday 21st June New Reception Children Visits (children starting Reception in September 2017) 

Wednesday 28th June New Reception Children Visits (children starting Reception in September 2017) 

Monday 3rd- 5th July Transition Days for Tanfield School  

Monday 3rd July Children move to new classes for a taster session today 

Tuesday 4th July Pre-School Meetings for children starting in September – 4.30 p.m. (Adults only) 

Wednesday 5th July 1pm Transition afternoon for current Reception children. Parents of Reception children 

will be invited in to move with their Reception children to the Y1 classroom. 

Friday 7th July Non-School Uniform Day – please bring donation for school fund 

Reports go out today 

Tuesday 11th July Y1 Multi Skills Festival with Brandon and Langley Moor @ Brandon (9.30-12) 

High Handenhold Fire Service visiting school to talk to Y1 and Y2 about fire safety 

Thursday 13th July School Nurse offering appointments for parents and Drop in Session 12.30 onwards 

Brass Festival Event – Llaggerub Band performing in school from 2 p.m. Parents 

welcome to join us if weather is good as we’ll have the performance on the yard. 

Friday 14th July Y5 and Y6 Athletics Competition and Maths Games Y3 Teams v Brandon, LM and WG 

@ Brandon (All day) and Anti Bullying Team 

Monday 17th July Dress Rehearsal for Y6 performance during afternoon 

Tuesday 18th July Growing Healthy Bus to visit school all day – sharing healthy tips with all children 

 Evening Performance of Y6 production – 6.15 p.m.       

Wednesday 19th July Y2 Moving On Assembly – 9.15 – parents welcome AND THEN Lower School Fun Day                                   

Thursday 20th July Upper School Walk – Craster to Embleton via Dunstanburgh 

Friday 21st July 

Back to school  

Monday 4th September 

Y6 YEAR CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY – 9 am Parents welcome 

Following the Celebration Assembly, Upper School to either go to Oakies Park for the 

morning or enjoy OPAL play (to be confirmed) 

BREAK UP FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS 3.10/3.15  


