
Tanfield Lea Community Primary School Newsletter - March 2017  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Outcome of our recent Ofsted Inspection 
 

On 28th February our school was inspected by Ofsted.  
 

I am very pleased to be able to inform you that, following the visit, we continue to be judged as a good 
school. The letter we received from Her Majesty’s Inspector, Mr Michael Reeves, gives you more 
information on what he saw and the judgements he made. This is now on our website and we’d encourage 
you to read it to find out more but I thought it would be useful to pick out some pertinent points for this 
newsletter.  
 

Comments in the letter include the following: - 
 

‘Pupils receive good teaching in a calm and purposeful learning environment, which 
enables them to develop personally and academically.’ 
 

Staff have created ‘a caring and friendly school where pupils grow in confidence, and 

develop good learning behaviours. Clear next steps and high staff expectations help 

pupils to achieve the very best outcomes.’ 
 

The school gives ‘the highest priority to keeping pupils safe.’ 
 

‘Leaders and staff provide good opportunities for pupils’ personal development. This has a 

positive impact upon their behaviour in lessons and during playtimes and lunchtimes. For 

example, the increased opportunities for pupils to engage in cooperative play using a wide 

range of resources provides a very purposeful use of pupil’s lunchtime.’ 
 

‘Throughout the inspection pupils behaved very well, displayed good manners and their 
relationships with staff and their peers were exceedingly positive.’ 
 

‘…children in early years make good progress from their starting points.’ 
 

‘Governors are supportive of the school and understand the community it serves. They have a 

good understanding of the school’s priorities and they check carefully that pupils’ outcomes 

are improving.’ 

 
The letter is extremely positive and celebrates many of the things we do so well. If you would like to read 
more about the findings in the inspection then please go to the website. 
 
Please read on now to find out about events leading up to Easter and some updates re activities that 
have taken place in school. 
 

Red Nose Day  
This fundraising event is this Friday. The School Council have organised a ‘Come Red’ day 
and we hope that the children will come dressed in red and bring a donation for this worthy 
charity. 
Our Easter Egg Non-School Uniform day for the Friends of Tanfield Lea will now be on 
Friday 31st March – the same day as our OPAL Stay and Play event. Children 
can come in non-school uniform if they bring a chocolate egg for the Easter 
Egg Raffle. Thanks for your support with both of these events.  

 



Caretaker Vacancy 
I am sorry to inform you that Mr Priestley, our caretaker, has decided to move on and take up a 

new post, working for a local business. As many of you will know, Mr Priestley has worked at our 

school for a significant period of time – over 20 years – and has been a familiar face to many. I am 

sure you will join us all in wishing him luck as he moves on and to thank him for all he has done for 

children, staff and parents over the many years. He will leave during the Easter holidays. 
 

This of course means that we have a vacancy for the post of caretaker. The job is currently 

advertised on the North East Jobs website - https://www.northeastjobs.org.uk/durhamcountycouncil. 
If you know of anyone who may be interested in applying please direct them there for further 

information. 

 
Breakfast Club 
Following our recent Parent Questionnaire, we said we would explore the possibility of starting Breakfast 
Club at 7.50. I am pleased to inform you that from Monday 27th March Breakfast Club will open its doors at 
7.50. Breakfast will be served from 8 a.m. up until 8.30 a.m. but children will be able to come in to the hall 
from 7.50. 
 

Parent Meetings 
You should now have received your appointment to meet your child/ren’s teacher on Monday 

or Tuesday next week. We look forward to seeing you in school then. 
 

Spring Disco 
This will take place on Thursday 30th March at Tanfield Lea Club. Tickets are on sale until Friday 
24th March. They are limited and so are being sold on a first come, first served 
basis. 

 
OPAL Stay and Play  
You will have received a newsletter about this earlier this week. We hope you can join us 
for the afternoon on Friday 31st March – please come for 1 p.m. 
 

Egg Decorating  

As is traditional, we will be holding our Easter Egg decorating competition on Wednesday 5th 
April. The Lower School children are asked to decorate their eggs at home themselves and bring the 
decorated egg in to school for the competition on the morning of Wednesday 5th April. Upper School 
children and invited to bring a boiled egg (and maybe some spares too) into school that morning along 
with some things they want to use to decorate their egg. We welcome parents of the Upper School 
children to come and work with their child/ren in class on this morning. Please come for the start of the 
school day.   
The Friends Coffee Afternoon will start at 2 p.m. on this day. The Easter Raffle will be drawn, parents will 
get chance to view all of the decorated eggs and the choir will be singing. We hope you can come along.                      
 

Non School Uniform Day – Friday 7th April 
As we will have had two Fridays in a row where we will have asked for donations we’ll still have our non-
school uniform on this, the first Friday in April, but we’ll not ask for any donations today. 
 

Football News 
The football teams have been doing fantastically since half-term.  Our boys’ team recently made it to the final of the 
SAFC Premier League tournament and finished 2nd out of 60 teams, as well as being runners up in the County 5-a-side 
tournament in Darlington.  The girls have qualified to represent Derwentside in the semi-finals of the County Cup, 
finishing 2nd in their Champions League fixtures.  Meanwhile the boys’ A and B teams have enjoyed their games in the 
league in some very muddy conditions and have their final matches tonight – good luck!  On Tuesday, the next 
generation (Year 4) will play in their first tournament following on from a recent friendly win. 
 

https://www.northeastjobs.org.uk/durhamcountycouncil


Finally – we break up for Easter on Friday 7th April and are back to school on Monday 24th April. 


