
Dear Parents and Carers,                                                            October 2016 
 

As we head towards half term there are a few things that I would like to update you about.  
Thanks to all who attended the Meet the Teacher Event for Y1 to Y6 and the Stay and Play for Pre-School 
and Reception. Good communication between parents and our school staff is essential to ensure that 
you are able to support your child’s learning – the more you know about what is going on in school the better able you 
are to support. 
We have adapted the way we present homework throughout the school, following the successful work Pre-School and 
Reception do, and this seems to have been well received. Please feel free to comment on the homework, saying how 
your child has managed and giving them encouragement with this. The homework will always support the work the 
children have been doing in school so it is a good way for you to keep in touch with what they are doing. 
The Book Fair has once again been well received, benefitting both children and the school as we are able to purchase 
more books for our libraries through the commission. The Friends combined this with the opportunity to hold a coffee 
afternoon in aid of Macmillan and I am very pleased to say that we raised £240. This, along with additional fundraising 
the staff did, means we have a total of £350 to contribute to the Macmillan appeal. That’s great news. 
The Lower School children in Y1 and Y2 treated us to a lovely Harvest Celebration at the end of September and thank 
you to all who provided contributions for the Foodbank and local families. These have been distributed and well 
received. 
 

This Thursday there is a Hallowe’en Disco at school for Lower and Upper School organised by The Friends of Tanfield 
Lea– they run from the end of the school day until 5 p.m. Tickets are now sold out. Children can bring a costume to 
change in to but, due to recent incidents around County Durham, clown costumes are not allowed. 
Next week is half term and we have the Holiday Club on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at a price of £8 a day, £22 for 
the three days. If you’ve not booked and would like to, please contact the office as soon as possible. 
 

As a school you know that we welcome any questions, concerns or compliments, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
However, please do not use Facebook to share comments about school – this is not appropriate. If you have a concern 
then it should be voiced to us, in school, so that we can resolve this as soon as possible. Thank you. 
 
Finally we have two changes to our staffing this half term. Mrs Tunney, our School Business Manager, moved on at the 
end of August having secured an SBM post in a secondary school. We wish her luck in her new challenge and welcome 
Mrs Cooke who we have appointed as our new SBM. In addition to this we have news of one of our members of staff 
retiring after 35 years at our school. Mrs McElrue, our school cook, will retire this Friday following a significant length of 
time cooking meals for all children at the primary school and, before this, Tanfield Lea Junior School. Those of you who 
attended our school as a child will, I am sure, remember Mrs McElrue fondly. She knows our children incredibly well – 
their likes and dislikes – and has tried to ensure that all children, over the years, have enjoyed their school dinners. I 
know you will join us in wishing her a long and happy retirement and thank her for the commitment she has shown to 
our school for such a long time. Finally, as part of her teacher training course, Mrs Dunham will be completing a teaching 
practice at Brandon Primary over the next half term and will return to our school at the end of term. We wish her luck 
with his.           
We look forward, as ever, to seeing you in and around school.                                   Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 

 
 

 
As you will all be aware, the road outside of our school is potentially very dangerous. Cars often travel 
between Tantobie and Tanfield at speeds well over 30 miles an hour. Mr Caulfield, our School Crossing Patrol 
Man, does a great job of ensuring the safety of all those who cross the road coming to and from school. Please 
ensure that both you and your children keep safe by always crossing with Mr Caulfield. Over the last few 
weeks there has been a team of people monitoring the situation and we are hoping that, with the help of 
our local councillors, there may be funding available to put signs up warning drivers as they approach our 
school. In addition to this, if you drive to school then you must not park on the double yellow lines. These are 
placed to ensure that there is good visibility up and down the road for those crossing – if you choose to park 
on the double yellow lines, not only are you parking illegally, you are putting the lives of children and 
parents at risk. The police are aware that some people are disregarding this. Those who choose to ignore the 



warnings in place will be reported. If at all possible, please either walk to school or park a little away from 
school and walk.   Thank you. 
 
 
 
As has become our tradition, all children will have the opportunity to go to the Northern Stage in Newcastle to see ‘James and the 
Giant Peach’. This is a lovely occasion for the children, one which they enjoy immensely. The Friends, through their various 
fundraising events, very kindly pay for the buses – which are becoming increasingly more expensive every year. This means that for 
families we only request the price of the ticket – we hope that all families will pay this contribution to ensure we can sustain this trip 
on an annual basis for all. 
In the past there have been two different productions – one for the Lower School and a second for the Upper School. This year there 
is only one production for ages 5 – 11 – ‘James and the Giant Peach’. We have recently been informed that we are having to change 
our booking slightly and this means that the Reception children will now attend on Thursday 8th December in the afternoon. The 
performance takes place at 1.30 and so the children will be back to school late that day – once we know the length of the 
performance we’ll let you know. The rest of the school will go to the theatre on Wednesday 14th December as stated in the last 
newsletter. Thank you. 

 
 

 

Good attendance is so important to enable children to achieve the very best they can. As a school 

we continue to work hard to encourage children to understand how important this is and to help 

motivate them on those days when they may feel just a little under the weather and need a little 

encouragement to come to school.  

Thanks to your commitment to ensuring your child develops a good attitude to attendance as well as 

the incentives we have in place in school, our overall attendance last year was 96.14%, showing a 

steady increase over the last 3 years. 

This is great news and we hope to at least maintain and possibly increase this percentage during the 

coming year. 

Linked with this is Leave of Absence. The school can only authorise a Leave of Absence (which 

includes holiday requests) in exceptional circumstances and this happens rarely. From September 

2015 each adult with parental responsibility will be fined £60 per child if they choose to take their 

child out of school for more than 6 days not authorised by the school, over a 12 week rolling school 

period. Please be aware of this and arrange holidays during the holiday period. For the last 2 years 

we have planned 3 of our Teacher Training Days for the 3 days before the May half term holiday – 

many parents have taken advantage of this and booked holidays for this time. We hope this has 

helped with this situation. 

 

Link to Hope – Christmas Shoebox Appeal 
Last week Jim Thompson, from Link to Hope, spoke to the children from Y1 to Y6 about the Shoe Box Appeal for 
2016. Link to Hope is a Christian organisation which offers help to people of all backgrounds regardless of 
race, colour or creed who are poor or marginalised. As part of their work they ask for people to support them 
with their Christmas Shoe Box appeal sending a box of gifts to families in Eastern Europe including Moldova, 
Romania, Bulgaria and the Ukraine. The Shoebox is for a family – not just a child. Their list includes items just as 
shower gel, shampoo, family games, stationary items, gift for mum and dad as well as sweets, soft toys, hats, 
scarves etc.  
We would like to support this charity once again this year and thought it would be easier for our families to help 
with this by asking year groups to provide certain items and then the children in school will put the boxes 
together. We feel that this will enable everyone to offer something and will make it more affordable for our 
families too. 
This being the case we’d like you to collect the following items over the next few weeks and send them in to 
school no later than Monday 7th November. All items MUST be new, not second hand. As well as the items for 
the year group, if you have a shoe box you can send them in that would be very helpful. 
Reception   small toys e.g. yoyos, small cars, skipping ropes etc./gloves/scarves/hats 
Year 1  colouring books/writing pads/screw drivers/tape measures 
Year 2  toothbrush/toothpaste/new socks or tights 
Year 3  brush/comb/sweets/chocolates (EU Origin and best before June 2017) 



Year 4  Soap/Flannel/pens/crayons/felt tips 
Year 5   shampoo/shower gel/teddy bears/cuddle toys 
Year 6  candles and holders/small games e.g. travel size draughts/dominoes 

Football Leagues 
 

Our Y5 and 6 football teams have made a fantastic start to the season. Our boys’ A football team 
have won the Davison Cup and the Alan Grimes Cup. They played in the county finals and will be 
competing further in the Alan Grimes competition. The also won the Brandon Cup, the best team 
out of 12 teams. The B team have also enjoyed a lot of success – 2 great wins and some really 
close games – they can be very proud of their achievements so far and I am sure will grow in strength through 
the season. 
 

GORDON WALTON LEAGUE – SEASON 16/17 
SCHOOL PLAYED WON DRAWN LOST POINTS 

St. Mary’s 7 5 2 0 17 

Tanfield Lea 7 5 1 1 16 

 Delves Lane 7 4 2 1 14 

Burnopfield 7 2 3 2 9 

Consett Co. 7 2 1 4 7 

Tanfield B 7 2 0 5 6 

Conett St. P. A 7 1 1 5 4 

Consett St. P. B 7 0 2 5 2 

 
The girls have also had a fantastic season. They have played with 
confidence and skill and have come 4th overall in the league (see table below). This means they qualify for the 
County Girls Football Competition – well done!! A terrific achievement! 
 

DERWENTSIDE SCHOOLS GIRLS LEAGUE – SEASON 16/17 
SCHOOL PLAYED WON DRAWN LOST POINTS 

Shotley Bridge 11 10 1 0 31 

Lanchester EP 11 9 2 0 29 

Catchgate 11 9 0 2 27 

Tanfield Lea 11 8 1 2 25 

St. Mary’s 11 7 0 4 21 

S. Stanley 11 5 0 6 15 

Greenland 11 4 1 6 13 

Leadgate 11 4 0 7 12 

Consett St. P. 11 3 0 8 9 

Bloemfontein 11 2 0 9 6 

Delves Lane 11 2 0 9 6 

Shield Row 11 0 1 10 1 

 

Head Lice Advice  
Head Lice is a community issue which can be spread within school. We must, as a 

community, be pro-active in managing this. All families should comb through their children’s 

hair twice a week with a head lice comb – the hair should be wet and have conditioner on it 

to make combing easier. If you do this twice a week it could help to avoid your child getting head lice. If you do find live head 

lice in your child’s hair then you should take one of the head lice, attached to some sellotape, to the chemists to get the correct 

lotion. This then needs to be applied and left on for 12 hours. It is then essential that you re treat in 7 days time. As well as 

this you should contact the families of children your child has been in contact with so they can be particularly vigilant. You 

Davison Cup Winners 2016 



should not treat hair unless there is evidence of live head lice. If you feel you are regularly having a problem with head lice then 

the school nurse can provide some support. If all families can follow this guidance it will help to eradicate the problem. 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary             Main Events for the Year  AUTUMN TERM 2016 
OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) – children to have wellies in school all the time from now on. 

Thursday 20th Oct Hallowe’en Disco for Lower & Upper School organised by The Friends SOLD OUT 

Friday 21st October CNS Competition–Tag Rugby–Y3/4 Team and Anti-Bulling Team out all morning @ Brandon  

HALF TERM HOLIDAY BEGINS – 3.15 

Monday 31st October Back to School           

Y6 to go to Howtown today for the week 

Friday 4th November Non School Uniform Day – please bring in a donation for school fund 

Monday 7th November  Bags2School in today or tomorrow–please collect any clothing/shoes you’d like to pass on 

Wednesday 9th Nov Bingo Night organised by The Friends – 6 p.m.onwardsjk 

Sat 19th November Northern Children’s Book Festival Day  

Some children from Upper School may have the opportunity to attend. 

Monday 28th November PARENT MEETINGS (Y1 to Y6) – 3.15pm until 5.30pm   

Tuesday 29th November PARENT MEETINGS (Y1 to Y6) – 3.15pm until 5.30pm   

Friday 2nd December Non School Uniform Day – please bring a donation for the tombola stall 

Monday 5th December Christmas Performance by Pre-School and Reception – 9.15 – Parents welcome  

Pre School Ladybird children are invited to come in for the performance and then go home 

following this. Thank you. 

Tuesday 6th December Y5 Multi Skills Festival–with Brandon, Witton & Langley Moor 9.30 – 12 @ Tanfield 

Wednesday 7th Dec Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity Performance for Parents - 9.30 a.m.  

Christmas Dinner     Pre School Bumblebee and Ladybird children are invited to join us 

for this special lunch today.    ALL CHILDREN TO COME DRESSED IN THEIR 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER TODAY. 

Thursday 8th Dec 

N.B. CHANGE OF 
DATE FOR RECEPTION 

Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity Performance for Parents – 9.30 a.m.  

Reception Visit to Theatre – Northern Stage in Newcastle leaving @ 12.30 p.m.- 

back after the end of the school day – time to be confirmed 

Friday 9th December CNS Competition – Hockey Y1 and 2 Team @ Tanfield  and Anti-Bullying Team out all 

morning. 

Sunday 11th December 5 p.m. Choir to sing at Ecumenical Carol Service – Tanfield Club    To be confirmed 

Monday 12th December Y3 and Y4 Christmas Party – 1 pm until 3.15 pm in upper school hall 

Tuesday 13th December Y1 and Y2 class party 1 until 3.05 

Y5 and 6 party 1pm – 3.15pm 

Tuesday 13th December Santa to visit children in Lower School a.m. - if he can fit us into his busy schedule 

The Pre School Ladybirds are invited to join us for the morning and then go home at 11.30. 

Wednesday 14th Dec Y1-Y6 School Visit to Theatre – Northern Stage in Newcastle leaving @ 9.00 am. 

Going to see ‘James and the Giant Peach’.  Visit subsidised by Friends of Tanfield 

Thursday 15th December 

 

Extra Non School Uniform Day -  Children to dress up on a Christmas theme – please 

bring cake in for cake stall            

Pre-School and Reception class party - 1 until 3.00 p.m. in lower school hall. The Pre School 

Bumblebees are invited to join us for the party, please come to school for 12.50. 

Carol Service Children to visit church 1 p.m. for rehearsal 

Christmas Fair – 3.15pm until 4.30pm in Upper School 

All children to finish school at 3.00pm today to allow Fair to start at 3.15pm. 

Fri 16th December 

Last Day of Aut Term 

FAMILY CAROL SERVICE – a.m. for all children and parents at St. Margaret’s Church, 

Tanfield Village. Children able to go home following this. 


