
Tanfield Lea Community Primary School – Newsletter May 2016  
 

Dear Parents, 
Next week sees the start of May half term so I thought it was, once again, time to update you on a few things and 
remind you about many of the activities coming up in the next term. Please read on to find out more. 
          Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 

Football Success 
All of our teams; the 5/6 A and B boys team and the Girls’ Football Team have had a great season. They have 
trained hard, played well, shown great resilience and determination and can be very proud of their achievements. 
The Y5/6 A team did particularly well coming second place in the league – this is a fantastic achievement and 
shows how consistently well they played all season. 
The final league results looked as follows. Well done everyone and we look forward to next season! 
 
GORDON WALTON LEAGUE – SEASON 15/16 

SCHOOL PLAYED WON DRAWN LOST POINTS 

St. Mary’s 14    12 2 0 38 

Tanfield Lea A 14    11                    2 1 35 

Burnopfield 14 8 2 4 26 

Consett St. Pat’s A 14 6 1 7 19 

Consett St. Pat’s B 14 4 2 8 14 

Delves Lane 14 4 2 8 14 

Consett County 14 3 1 10 10 

Tanfield Lea B 14 2 0 12 6 

 

National Tests 
As I am sure you are aware, our Y6 sat the Key Stage 2 tests last week and our Y2 are currently completing the KS1 
tests. The tests have been in the news over the last week due to some mistakes that have been made with the 
publication of them as well as with regard to the difficulty of some of the KS2 papers in particular. We always 
knew they were going to be more challenging as the expectations have been raised. All children worked well last 
week and tried their best – we can ask for nothing more and just hope that the final results reflect the progress 
the children have made during their time at our school and the effort they have put in.   
 

Retirement and New Appointments 

The children may have told you that Mrs Paley, one of our lunchtime supervisors, retired last 

week. She has been in this role at our school for over 20 years, working tirelessly to ensure that all 

children experienced a happy and safe lunchtime. Mrs Paley was originally employed by the 

Infant School and, since our amalgamation, has also worked with the Upper School children. 

She had a great relationship with the children and will be missed very much. We wish her all the 

best in her retirement. We interviewed a few weeks ago for her replacement. Lewis (Y3), Ella 

(Y4) and Millie (Y6) helped us in the interview process, considering what they would like in a 

lunchtime supervisor and asking questions which supported this. I am very pleased to inform you 

that we made two appointments. Mrs Robson and Miss MacDonald were successful in their 

application and have already taken up post. Mrs Robson will replace Mrs Paley’s position and 

Miss MacDonald has a focus of further developing our OPAL play. 

 
OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) 
Children continue to have an exciting experience at lunchtime. In addition to the facilities we created in 
January/February we now have two tyre swings for use by the Upper School children and are expecting 

a further delivery of tyres in the next few days. Children are now so much more active at lunchtime. 

They are being more creative in their play, are having more opportunity to work collaboratively with 

each other and it is evident that they are becoming engrossed in their play, often needing 

encouragement to come in at the end of lunchtime. 
Up to this point the developments have been funded by fundraising activities run by the school 

(including monies raised through the Christmas Fair). The next phase will be funded through a £10,000 

lottery bid recently secured by our School Business Manager, Mrs Tunney. 

This phase will include the following developments:- 

 Shipping container on Upper School yard to house materials children can play with e.g. 

dressing up, recycled materials for creative play, basketballs etc. 
 Tiered decking area near the willow tunnel for creative play 



 Den building facility  

 ‘Village’ style area on top of hill near lower school building 

Thank you to all who have sent in resources for our OPAL play. Once again, if you have any of the 

following that you don’t need any more, please send in to school for our play. 

 Dressing up clothes – any hats, tops, coats, T-shirts, shoes etc. would be great for role play 
 Pots and pans, sieves, colanders, wooden spoons etc. – perfect for the mud kitchen 

 Old sheets, curtains, drapes – great for our den building 

Once we have the container we’ll have more capacity for storing these things for the children. Thanks. 

 

Re daily use – the Upper School trial of allowing all children from Y3 to Y6 to access the area every week 
has been successful so we will no longer need a timetable for this. The Lower School sand pit continues 

to be a hive of activity so we will need to continue the timetable for them. The following will see us 

through to the end of the academic year. 

Welly Week for Lower School Children 

Week beginning 23
rd

 May Reception 

Week beginning 6
th

 June  Y2 

Week beginning 13
th

 June Y1 

Week beginning 20
th

 June Reception 

Week beginning 27
th

 June Y2 

Week beginning 4
th

 July Y1 

Week beginning 11
th

 July Pre-School and Reception 

Week beginning 18
th

 July Y2 

 

Don’t miss experiencing OPAL play for yourself 
Finally there is an exciting opportunity for you to enjoy OPAL too. We are holding an OPAL play 

afternoon for all parents on Thursday 30th June. We are inviting you to come in to school for 1.30. The 

children will go out to play with you and you can try out the new activities for yourselves. Please make 

sure you come dressed appropriately i.e. clothes you don’t mind getting dirty and flat shoes and/or 

wellies. You’ll be able to play up until 2.30 and then we’ll invite you in for some refreshments and the 
opportunity to listen to Michael Follett, the brains behind OPAL play, before collecting your child at 

home time. We hope you are able to join us for this. Pre-School children are invited to attend this event 

too so if your child is a Bumblebee and you would like to come in and see what OPAL is all about, in 

preparation for them starting Reception, you would be very welcome to come with your child for 1.30.  
If any parents have younger children then they are welcome to join in too (supervised by yourselves). We 
will offer an indoor crèche as well but would need to know numbers beforehand. Please let the office know 
by Friday 24th June if you would like to use the crèche facility so that we can make arrangements for this. 

 

OPAL has been noted in our questionnaires too – one quote from a parent was as follows… 

 

‘The school provides an excellent outdoor environment compared to other schools in the area. There is plenty of 
space and following recent changes, a variety of different activities for the children including sandpits, wigwams 
and little world play.’ 
 

Holidays in School Time  
This subject has also been in the news recently. Every day in school is so important 

for children and every day missed does have an impact. I am really pleased to see 

that many parents have taken the opportunity to book holidays during the teacher 

training days we have planned in May. Taking holiday then will reduce the cost for 

your holiday as well as reducing the impact on days missed in school. Thank you for 

that. At this moment we continue to be instructed only to authorise absence in 

exceptional circumstances and will therefore continue with this policy. Good 

attendance is the key to successful schooling and our school target for attendance is 96%. We celebrate 

good attendance every week in our Friday Assembly through weekly class and individual awards. This table 

shows clearly how absence can impact on the % attendance. 
Percentage Attendance Days missed over a school year 

100% 0 days missed 

95% 10 days missed 

90% 20 days missed 

85% 30 days missed 

88% 40 days missed 



Thursday/Friday 16th/ 17th June – Y6 Sleepover followed by Y5 and Y6 Activity Day 
Our Y6 children are invited to a Sleepover event with their friends at Brandon Primary 
School (cost only £5). We are hoping that the majority of Y6 will attend and that parents 
can help with transport over to Brandon that evening. The children will then stay on for  
the Activity Day on Friday 17th June which is joint with Y5.  
The Y6 children who have attended the sleepover will have their breakfast at Brandon and then wait for the rest of our 
children to arrive by bus on the Friday morning. Those children eligible for Free School Meals will be provided with a 
packed lunch, the rest of the children will need to bring theirs for the day (those on the sleepover will need to bring 
theirs with them on the Thursday night and they will be stored in the fridge). 
Children can come in casual clothes but these must be clothes and footwear they can be active in (no football shirts 
please). Trousers and trainers will be essential for girls and boys as they will be involved in a variety of outdoor 
activities including a climbing wall. All children will return to school for the end of the day. 
 

Parent Questionnaire 
The Parent Questionnaire is a great way to express your views of our school. Thanks to all 
who returned their parent questionnaire. The winning family in the prize draw was the 
Hughes family who received a £10 Amazon voucher for Dad and £10 for the girls too. The total 
number of questionnaires returned was a little disappointing - we had only 36 people complete 

the online part and 32 hard copies returned. However, these did give us some good 
information and suggested areas for improvement too. The full summary and analysis of the 
Parent Questionnaire (including comments/solutions to some of the issues raised) will be 
uploaded to the school website after half term but I thought it would be useful to share a few 
findings with you through this newsletter. 
 

Areas of Strength 

The school ranked highly on all of the questions posed on the online survey (88%-100%) 

 97% of all respondents agreed their child is happy at this school 

 97% of all respondents agreed that their child feels safe at this school 

 98% of all respondents agreed that their child makes good progress at this school 

 95% of all respondents agreed their child is well looked after at this school 

 94% of all respondents agreed their child is taught well at this school 

 92% of all respondents agreed their child receives appropriate homework for their age 

 86% of all respondents agreed that the school makes sure its pupils are well behaved 

 97% of all respondents agreed that the school is well led and managed 

 84% of all respondents agreed that the school responds well to any concerns raised 

 97% of all respondents agreed they received valuable information from the school about their 

child’s progress. 

 97% of all respondents would recommend this school to another parent 

 100% of the feedback received for Q15 was all very positive and complimentary about the staff 

and school. 

Comments received included the following:- 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pre-School   
97% of respondents said that if we could offer more places for Pre-School this would be a good thing. We are going to further 
our research into this as we are sadly unable to meet the demand for our pre-school places. 

Excellent school, 
teachers and 
staff We are very 

impressed with this               

school 

Only been here for a short 

while but the difference in 

our daughter has been 

excellent. 

Friendly, approachable 

staff, excellent 

outdoors 

equipment/facilities. 

The school has very 

good values. It is safe, 

caring and promotes a 

healthy attitude to life. 

It encourages children 

to be kind and caring. 

Children are encouraged to 
think and do things 
independently. They are 
given tasks to do in the 
classroom making them feel 
valued and an important part 
of the school. 

The school has excellent 
communication with parents 
and staff, and everyone 
seems to know what is going 
on around school. 

The quality and kindness 

of the Early Years Team 

is fantastic. Learning is 

well managed and tailored 

to the children and their 

abilities. My son has 

shown huge developments. 

The school has a good community spirit with lots of 
parents and other friends of the school wanting to get 
involved. Our oldest child has been able to make 
progress, not only academically but also in terms of 
social development at the school. Our youngest child, 
in reception, shows every indication of making similar 
progress. Both children love the school and thoroughly 
enjoy their time there. 

Our School… Tanfield Lea Primary 



Don’t forget it is Sports Day just after half term. Weather permitting it will be on Wednesday 8th June – 
Upper School starting as soon after 9.15 as possible (once all children are outside and organised). The 
Early Years Sports Day will be from 1 until 1.30 and then the rest of the Lower School (KS1) will take 
place from 1.45 onwards. Once the KS1 Sports Day is over then parents will be able to take children 
home a little earlier but will have to wait until the end of this final event. We hope you can come to 
support the children. 
 

Dates for Your Diary             Main Events for the Year 
SUMMER TERM 2016 

Thursday 19th May Bike Ability starts for Y6 today and then every Thursday for 4 weeks in total 

Friday 20th May Y3 and Y4 Cricket Competition v Brandon, LM and WG @ Witton (9.30-12) 

Tuesday 24th May HALF TERM HOLIDAY BEGINS @ 3.15   

25/26/27th May Teacher Training Days – no children in school 

Mon 6th June Children back to school 

6th June – 10th June SPORTS WEEK – various activities encouraging healthy living 

Tuesday 7th June  SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE – 3.15pm – 6pm  Tanfield to Leadgate and back 

Wednesday 8th June  SPORTS DAY  a.m. Upper School  p.m. Early Years 1 until 1.30   

KS 1 (Y1 & 2) 1.45 onwards  Alternative date in case of bad weather – Friday 10th June 

Friday 10th June Non-School Uniform Day – please bring a donation for school fund 

Today will have the theme of Red, White and Blue – to celebrate the Queen’s Official 

Birthday. The Friends have organised a special lunch time – children will eat outside today 

(weather permitting) - and there are a few surprises in store for them too. 

13th June - 17th June Y1 Phonics Test Week (+ those children in Y2 who did not reach required level) 

Monday 13th June In It Together Conference for Y4 children at Spennymoor Leadership Centre. 

Joint event with Y4 children from Brandon Primary School. Letter after half term. 

Wednesday 15th June Full Governing Body Meeting 9.15 a.m. 

 School Council arranging a Litter Pick after school today – 3.15 until 4.30. 

Thursday 16th June Meeting for new parents (new Reception children) 4.30 p.m. in Lower School Hall 

No children at this meeting 

Thursday 16th June Sleepover for Y6 at Brandon Primary School – reunion with children who they went to 

Howtown with. Starting 7 p.m.  More information later. 

Friday 17th June Activity Day at Brandon for Y5 and Y6 children 

Dates to be confirmed Reception Fun Run @ Tanfield   and    Y1 Multi athletics Festival @ Burnopfield 

Tuesday 21st June New Reception children and their parents to visit – 3.30 until 4.30 

Weds 22nd & 29th June New Reception Children Visits (children starting Reception in September 2016) 

Thursday 30th June OPAL Play Afternoon – all parents invited to join children in play (more details later) 

Friday 1st July Non-School Uniform Day – please bring donation for school fund 

Monday 4th-6th July Y6 Induction Days at Tanfield School  

Monday 4th July Children move to new classes for a taster session today 

Tuesday 5th July Pre-School Meetings for children starting in September – 4.30 p.m. (Adults only) 

Weds 6th July 1pm Transition afternoon for all. Parents of Reception to join children in the Y1 classroom. 

Friday 8th July Reports go out today 

Monday 11th July Last week for Pre- School 

Tuesday 12th July Y1 Multi Skills Festival with Brandon and Langley Moor @ Brandon (9.30-12) 

Wednesday 13th July Dress Rehearsal for Y6 performance during afternoon 

Thursday 14th July Evening Performance of Y6 production - 6 p.m.       

Friday 15th July Y2 Moving On Assembly – 9.15 – parents welcome 

Friday 15th July Y5 and Y6 Athletics Competition v Brandon, LM and WG @ Brandon (All day) 

Monday 18th July No Pre-School this week      Reception to visit Oakies Park today – weather permitting 

Tuesday 19th July Lower School Fun Day and Upper School Walk – Craster to Embleton via Dunstanburgh 

Wednesday 20th July 

Back to school 
Monday 5th Septem 

No Pre-School today  

Y6 YEAR CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY – 9 am  Parents welcome 

Following the Celebration Assembly, Upper School to go to Oakies Park for the morning  

 


