
Tanfield Lea Community Primary School Newsletter - March 2017  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I hope the children have had a good half term and are returning refreshed ready for all that this next half term has to 
offer. We are kicking off with a literacy week, as it is World Book Day on Thursday. The Y1 to Y6 children will have 
no doubt told you all about the trial they were involved in on Monday – was the wolf in the three little pigs tale 
guilty as charged? We’ve also used the picture book ‘Hermelin: The Mouse Detective’ as inspiration for some 
investigational work incorporating reading and writing skills. We hope the children enjoy this and tell you all about it. 

Next week we have the Book Fair – you’ll receive a letter about this and inviting you in. 
The children will get to look at the books prior to buying and all will be issued with a £1 
World Book Day book token they can use to get £1 off 
their purchase. 
We also have our annual author visit – The 2 Steves. 
Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore will be visiting our 
school on Tuesday 14th 
March  – working with the 
children and inspiring them 
both with their reading and 
their writing.  
 
Our Waterstones visits continue with great success. Last half term ten children from 
Mrs Brown’s class were the lucky winners and they enjoyed their visit and choosing a 

book each for the library. The winners last half term, who will visit this before Easter, were Mrs Davis’ class – well 
done for their great reading! 
 

Our football teams continue to enjoy great success. The boys are currently near the top of the local football league. 
In addition to this they will be competing in the regional final of the Premiership League Competition in Sunderland 
on the afternoon of 7th March as well as the Durham County 5-a-side semi-final @ Greenland Primary that evening. 
We wish them luck in both – they’ve done incredibly well to get so far in both competitions. 
The girls are looking forward to their 'Champions League' matches as a top 4 finisher in their league! 
Mr Durham and Mr Temple look forward to welcoming the 'next generation' (the Year 4s) to training this term.  Class 
teachers will give out training letters shortly. 
 

Finally, with regard to sport, our Y4 enjoyed the Multi Sports event just before half term at Witton Gilbert and our 
Y5 and Y6 High 5 Teams (both boys and girls) enjoyed much success at the competition held at Brandon and were 
just beaten into second place. We also had a Key Stage 2 swimming team compete in the local swimming gala. They 
were a credit to our school in the way they behaved and competed. Well done to everyone who took part in all of 
these events. 
 

The rest of the newsletter updates you on the feedback from our recent questionnaire as well as a reminder about 
attendance and some information re a Stay and Play Activity Afternoon we are planning to organise. If you can 
possibly keep the afternoon of Friday 31st March free that would be great as we hope to invite parents of children 
from Y1 to Y6 in to participate in internet safety activities, OPAL, reading and enjoy some games too. 
 

The Talking Jesus event is this Friday afternoon at St. Margaret’s, involving all Y4 children. Parents are invited to 
meet us at St. Margaret’s Church Hall at 1 p.m. on Friday afternoon to take part in the procession and attend the 
service with the children. Those parents who are able to attend will be able to take their child home at the end of 
the event. The rest of the children will return to school, by bus, for the end of the school day as normal. 
 

As ever we will keep you in touch with events via letters, texts, tweets and blogs and if there is any further 
information you require please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 
Attendance 
Our current school attendance for the first half of the year is 96.37%. We aim for all children to have at 

least 96% attendance and so, as a whole, we are meeting this so far.  
We monitor children’s attendance closely as it is key to ensuring that children enjoy school and make good 

progress. If attendance is becoming a concern then parents may receive a warning letter, explaining the 

concern, or will be invited in to school to meet to discuss the situation. Lateness can be a concern too – it 

is important for all children to arrive at school on time so that they can have a positive start to their day 

and are ready to learn. Please ensure all children are in school for 8.50 a.m.  Thank you. 

The more that you read, 
The more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, 
The more places you’ll go. 
                      Dr Seuss 

 



If you’ve not done so already please download the twitter app to your phone and follow us on 

@TanfieldPrimary .  We intend to use this as way of sharing information, good news and to remind you of 

things so it would be great if you could follow us. We currently have 59 followers but clearly this is not 

yet representative of our school community – don’t miss out, download it today  

 

Parent Questionnaire 
The Parent Questionnaire is a great way to express your views of our school. Thanks to all who returned 

their parent questionnaire. The winning family in the prize draw was the Reed family, both children 

received a book of their choice. The total number of questionnaires returned was a little disappointing - we 

had 82 people complete the online part and 64 hard copies returned. These gave us some useful 
information and suggested areas for improvement too. The full summary and analysis of the Parent 

Questionnaire (including comments/solutions to some of the issues raised) will be uploaded to the school 

website by Monday 6th March but I thought it would be useful to share a few findings with you through 

this newsletter. 
 

Areas of Strength 

82 people responded to the Parent View online survey. The school ranked highly on all of the questions 
posed on the online survey: - 

 98% agreed their child is happy at this school 

 98% agreed that their child feels safe at this school 

 99% agreed that their child makes good progress at this school 

 96% agreed their child is well looked after at this school 

 97% agreed their child is taught well at this school 

 89% agreed their child receives appropriate homework for their age 

 95% agreed that the school makes sure its pupils are well behaved 

 66% agreed that the school deals effectively with bullying (26% didn’t know as clearly they had had 

no experience of this) 

 98% of all respondents agreed that the school is well led and managed (2% didn’t know) 

 89% of all respondents agreed that the school responds well to any concerns raised (7% didn’t 

know) 

 96% of all respondents agreed they received valuable information from the school about their 

child’s progress. 

 98% of all respondents would recommend this school to another parent 

 Parents were very clear in Q9 as to what makes our school special and what parents are proud of. 

Here are a few of the comments made. 
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It’s a very friendly school with fabulous teachers and 

support staff. My daughter is really happy and has 

made excellent progress. The OPAL is also a very 

special addition to school life. (Y2)  

Both of our children attend and have had nothing but positive 

experiences. It is a well run school with excellent teachers and 

community spirit. Our children always come home happy and are 

making great progress. (Rec and Y3) 
The sense of ‘community’ is strong. 
The positive ethics and culture of the 
school. The fact that pupils are 
treated as individuals and are 
encouraged to grow in confidence, 
responsibility and independence by 
the staff. The behaviour of pupils 
when visiting the school and walking 
to school is great. The excellent 
support given by ‘Friends of Tanfield’ 
particularly in relation to part funding 
trips and sporting events. (Y5) 

The school feels like a 
family. The staff know the 
children well and take an 
interest in them. Positive 
behaviour is celebrated and 
children are encouraged to 
be caring and supportive of 
one another. (Y1 and Y4) 

The school is a very parent family friendly 

school and ensures that parents are kept 

informed and are involved in their child’s 

education. My daughter feels happy and safe at 

the school and is progressing well with her 

education which is partly down to how 

comfortable she feels with the staff. Everyone 

is approachable and friendly which makes it 

easier of her to speak up, get involved and gain 

in confidence. (Y6) 

The outdoor grounds and OPAL play are unique to the 
school and our children benefit hugely from this. All 
teachers are approachable and spend the time to get 
to know your child. As a parent that is reassuring and 
gives both of us confidence in the knowledge that our 
children are very well looked after during school hours. 
(Y1 and Y3) 

Our School… Tanfield Lea Primary 



Operation Encompass 
The safety and wellbeing of young people is our greatest priority. Our school is one of many in County Durham that will be 
taking part in a new project aimed at providing extra support to young people who are affected by or witness domestic 
abuse in their home lives.  
Witnessing domestic abuse is really distressing for a young person. They can often see the abuse, hear it from another 
room, see a parent’s injuries and distress afterwards, or be physically hurt themselves.  
A new project, called Operation Encompass, aims to support children affected in any way by domestic abuse. The project 
is a joint initiative involving Durham County Council, Durham Police and schools across the county.  
A major part of the project is the training of school staff, known as a ‘key adults’ in each school to liaise with police and 
work with the young people affected.  
Starting from January 2017, following any serious domestic abuse incident being reported into Durham Police, specialist 
staff will identify which school that child attends, make contact with the school and communicate relevant and necessary 
information. This will ensure that the school is made aware at the earliest possible opportunity and they can subsequently 
provide support in a way that means the child feels safe and supported.  
We believe our school’s involvement in this project demonstrates our commitment to providing the best possible care and 
support for our pupils.  
In the meantime, if you would like to speak to someone about the project or require further information, please do not 
hesitate to contact myself (Kay Hemmings). You can also find out more information at www.operationencompass.org  

Dates for your Diary                     SPRING TERM DATES 2017 

Wednesday 1st March SATs Meeting for Y6 parents and children – 5 p.m. 

Thursday 2nd March World Book Day - No specific event today – we are focusing on a Literacy Week this 

week with a whole school focus on the picture book ‘Hermelin: The Detective Mouse’ 

Friday 3rd March Non-School Uniform Day– please bring a donation for school fund 

Talking Jesus Event – Y4 to attend this at St. Margaret’s Church – 1.15 until 3 p.m. – 

Parents are welcome to join us there for this event. 

Mon 6th - Fri 10th Mar Y5 residential visit, staying at Grinton Moor Youth Hostel 

BOOK FAIR all week  
Monday - Book Fair Coffee Afternoon 2.15 pm until 3 pm organised by the Friends of 
Tanfield Lea – opportunity to buy books with your child, socialise and relax! 

Tuesday 7th March Football Team to compete in regional final of Premiership Competition in Sunderland and 

then Durham County 5 a-side semi-final @ Greenland Primary School 

Thursday 9th March KS2 Gymnastics Club to start for selected children to prepare for a competition 

Tuesday 14th March Authors - The 2 Steves to visit our school – Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore  

Thursday 23rd March  Northumbrian Water – special performance for Y1 to Y6 throughout the day 

Friday 24th March Additional Non School Uniform – children asked to bring chocolate eggs in as their 

donation today for the Friends of Tanfield Easter Raffle 

Final date to request Spring Disco tickets 

Monday 27th March PARENT MEETINGS for whole school – 3.15pm until 5.30pm 
Tuesday 28th March PARENT MEETINGS for whole school – 3.15pm until 5.30pm 
Thursday 30th March Spring Disco for all children – organised by the Friends of Tanfield Lea – 6 p.m. 

Friday 31st March Activity Afternoon – all parents from Y1 – Y6 to be invited in to school for the 

afternoon – more information soon. 

Monday 3rd April  Y6 Safety Carousel  

Tuesday 4th April Y3 Multi Skills Festival with Brandon, Witton and Langley Moor @ Witton (9.30-12) 

Wednesday 5th April Egg Decorating Lower School children to bring decorated egg in to school today for 

competition. Upper School children to bring boiled egg and decorating resources to 

school to decorate egg – parents welcome to come and work with the upper school 

children in class on this a.m.  Friends Coffee Afternoon 2 p.m. – plus viewing of all 

decorated eggs                       Choir to sing at this coffee afternoon 

Friday 7th April CNS Competition - Y1 and Y2 Football Team v Brandon, LM & WG @ Brandon (9.30-12) 

and Anti-Bullying Team out all morning. 

CNS Gymnastics Competition for KS2 children from After School Club @ Brandon 

Non-School Uniform Day – please bring a donation for School Fund 

Break up for Easter Holidays 3.15pm 

http://www.operationencompass.org/


 

 

SUMMER TERM 2017 

Monday 24th April  Return to School  

Wednesday 26th April Pre-School Trip to Hall Hill Farm – all Pre-school in all day today 

Monday 1st May BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY – no children in school today 

2nd May to 19th May Y2 Assessment period–it is important that Y2 children are at school during this time. 

Friday 5th May Non-School Uniform Day – please bring a donation in for school fund 

8th – 12th May Y6 SAT WEEK       It is very important that you do not book a holiday for this week 

or for the weeks leading up to it.  Requests will not be authorised. 

Monday 15th May ASSESSMENT WEEK for rest of the school 

Tuesday 16th May Y2 Multi Skills Festival with Brandon, Langley Moor & Witton @ Brandon (9.30-12) 

Friday 19th May 

Friday 19th May 

Y3 and Y4 Cricket Competition v Brandon, LM and WG @ Witton (9.30-12) and Anti-

Bullying Team out all morning. 

Tuesday 23rd May In It Together Conference for Y4 children at Spennymoor Leadership Centre. 

Joint event with Y4 children from Brandon Primary School.  

HALF TERM HOLIDAY BEGINS @ 3.15   

Weds,Thurs & Fri 

24/25/26th May 

Teacher Training Days – no children in school 

Mon 5th June Children back to school 

5th June – 9th June SPORTS WEEK – various activities encouraging healthy living 

Monday 5th and Tues 6th  Hoopstarz in to work with all children on hoopla skills 

Tuesday 6th June SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE – 3.15pm – 6pm Tanfield to Leadgate and back 

Wednesday 7th June  SPORTS DAY          a.m. Upper School                  

p.m. Early Years 1 until 1.30      Key Stage 1 (Y1 & 2) 1.45 onwards 

Alternative date in case of bad weather – Friday 9th June 

Friday 9th June Non-School Uniform Day – please bring a donation for school fund 

12th June to 16th June Y1 Phonics Test Week (+ those children in Y2 who did not reach required level) 

Thursday 15th June Meeting for new parents (new Reception children) 4.30 p.m. in Lower School Hall 

No children at this meeting. 

Sleepover for Y6 at Brandon Primary School – reunion with children who they went 

to Howtown with. Starting 7 p.m.   

Friday 16th June Activity Day at Brandon for Y5 and Y6 children 

Tuesday 20th June New Reception children and their parents to visit – 3.30 until 4.30 

Wednesday 21st June New Reception Children Visits (children starting Reception in September 2017) 

Wednesday 28th June New Reception Children Visits (children starting Reception in September 2017) 

Monday 3rd- 5th July Transition Days for Tanfield School  

Monday 3rd July Children move to new classes for a taster session today 

Tuesday 4th July Pre-School Meetings for children starting in September – 4.30 p.m. (Adults only) 

Wednesday 5th July 1pm Transition afternoon for all. Parents of Reception children will be invited in to move 

with their Reception children to the Y1 classroom. 

Friday 7th July Non-School Uniform Day – please bring donation for school fund 

Reports go out today 

Tuesday 11th July Y1 Multi Skills Festival with Brandon and Langley Moor @ Brandon (9.30-12) 

Friday 14th July Y5 and Y6 Athletics Competition v Brandon, LM and WG @ Brandon (All day) and Anti 

Bullying Team 

Monday 17th July Dress Rehearsal for Y6 performance during afternoon 

Tuesday 18th July Evening Performance of Y6 production – 6.15 p.m.       

Wednesday 19th July Y2 Moving On Assembly – 9.15 – parents welcome AND THEN Lower School Fun Day                                   

Thursday 20th July Upper School Walk – Craster to Embleton via Dunstanburgh 

Friday 21st July 

Back to school tbc 
Y6 YEAR CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY – 9 am Parents welcome 

Following the Celebration Assembly, Upper School to either go to Oakies Park for the 

morning or enjoy OPAL play (to be confirmed) 

BREAK UP FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS 3.10/3.15  


