
Dear Parents,        27th January 2017 

I am writing to you with some exciting news. Our Pre-School is in its fourth year. Since 
opening in September 2013 we have been full every year and there has always been a waiting list. I know 
this has been frustrating for many of our families. Being able to offer pre-school provision has been such an 
advantage in so many ways but only a limited number of children have been able to benefit from it. Over 
the last two years the governors have approached the Local Authority asking them to consider supporting 
us financially in extending this provision but, until now, they have been unable to help. However, I can now 
inform you that our forward planning and hard work has paid off and the Local Authority have agreed to 
fund an extension to at least double the number of pre-school places we can offer. Work will start in April 
and should finish by the middle of August. This may mean we have a slightly delayed start for our pre-
school children in September but it does mean that we will be able to offer at least 50 places (instead of 
the 20 we currently offer) and possibly even more. Clearly there will be 
some inconvenience whilst the building work is taking place but we will 
ensure this is kept to the minimum. We have an exciting time ahead and 
it is great news for our Tanfield community. 

In addition to that good news there are three other things I’d like to mention. 
 

If you’ve not done so already please download the twitter app to your phone and 

follow us on @TanfieldPrimary .  We intend to use this as way of sharing information, 

good news and to remind you of things so it would be great if you could follow us. 

 
 

Every day at school does count. We encourage our children to be good 
attenders and celebrate their successes with this every week.  
All classes strive for at least 95% attendance as a class each week. The 
children are clear about the fact that they need to be in school, on 
time, as much as possible.  

 
I thought it was worth reminding everyone about the impact of poorer attendance.   
If your child has an attendance percentage of 90% it means that it is the equivalent to: 
 

 half a day missed every week or 1 day missed every 2 weeks 
 4 weeks missed in 1 whole year 
 3/4 year missed in the 7 years of primary school 

Research shows the 17 missed school days per year can mean a GCSE grade drop in achievement 
Clearly there are times when children are genuinely ill and not able to attend school. This makes it even 
more important that when they are well enough to come, they do. Please continue to ensure your child 
is a good attender. Thank you. 

 

 

Finally, with this newsletter you will have received a questionnaire. We ask you to complete these for us on 

an annual basis. The attached sheet explains exactly what we would like you to do. 

If you could complete this by Friday 3rd February that would be greatly appreciated.  

 

Thank you very much.   

Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 

 

 


