
Dear Parents,                                                                                                                                           December 2015 
I thought it would be useful to give you an update on a number of things as we head towards the end of 
this term. Parent Meetings went well last week – thank you to the many who attended. I am sure you will 
have enjoyed looking through your child’s work and discussing the progress they have made with their 
teacher. I hope you also had time to look at the PowerPoint showing in both halls, giving you a bit more 
information about our playtime developments for spring 2016. 
Thanks to all who responded to the ‘Meet the Teacher’ questionnaire from September. A summary of your responses can be 
found within this newsletter. A more detailed document can be found on our website. It was great to hear how useful it was 
for those who attended. 
We’ve had a really good response for our Y5 residential visit to Grinton Moor. Can I remind parents that half the payment 
needs to be made by Friday 11th December. If you’ve not signed your child up for this and would like to do so, please contact 
the school office as soon as possible. 
We continue to keep our website up to date. You can find our Curriculum Plans so you can see what the children are working 
on, term by term.  Within this newsletter I’ve put a Summary of our National Data from Early Years through to the end of 
Year 6. I have also included an explanation of what the data means. It is important to remember that every cohort (group of 
children and so, in our case, year group) is different. Although our year groups are a good size (currently the largest is 47 (Y1) 
and the smallest is 34 (Y3)) there are still differences between cohorts and this can be reflected in the attainment – what they 
achieve by the end of the year or Key Stage. I hope this is of interest to you. Generally our cohorts are below national average 
when they start our school and by the time they leave the cohort is at national average or, in some cases, above which 
indicates good progress during their time at our school. Within each cohort the majority of children make good progress and 
we are very proud of this.  
This week we had the Early Years Christmas Performance on Monday which was a real treat for all who were able to attend. 
We are now looking forward to Christmas Dinner on Wednesday and the Lower School Nativity on Wednesday and Thursday 
– if you’ve not got your tickets yet for this please do so today! 
Theatre visits take place early next week – Lower School on Monday and Upper School on Tuesday. We are hoping that the 
Lower School will be back for the end of the school day but this will be purely dependent on what the traffic is like. Please 
bear with us if we are a little delayed.  
We have parties next week too (see list of dates below). If your child’s party is in the afternoon then they should bring their 
party clothes in to school to get changed into after lunch. However Early Years (Pre-School and Reception) should come 
dressed in their party clothes on their party day to save them changing at lunchtime. 
Our Christmas Fair is a week on Thursday. We will finish school at 3 p.m. that day to enable the Fair to open at about 3.15 in 
the Upper School Hall. We will be having a non-school uniform day the day before – Wednesday 16th December – and ask that 
children bring some cakes in for the cake stall please. Money raised at the Fair this year will go towards our playtime 
developments. 
On the last day of term we will have our annual Carol Service at St. Margaret’s Church. As in previous years, we are 
encouraging families to attend this Carol Service. Upper School children will all be performing in this (singing and, for some, 
reading) and the choir will be singing. We hope that you will be able to join us – children are to arrive for 9 a.m. and the 
service will start between 9.15 and 9.30. Following the service children are able to go home with their families. The dates for 
all these events are on the ‘Dates for your Diary’ tables at the end of this newsletter. As ever, we look forward to seeing you in 
school over the next two weeks and take this opportunity to wish you a very Happy Christmas.    
                                                                                                                                               Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 

New Member of Staff 
Some of you may have already met Mr Mansfield, our newest member of staff. Mr Mansfield started with us after 

October half term and is quickly getting to know the children. His role is to work with children in and out of class, 

giving additional support where necessary. 
 
Thanks to all who voted in our recent Parent Governor elections. We had 3 vacancies and were able to fill 

these. The voting was as follows and, as you can see, the successful candidates were Carole Dillon, Helen 

Hulme and Jill Lake. We look forward to welcoming them to our governing body. 
Candidate for Parent Governor Total number of votes 

Carole Dillon 42 

Marie Farrell 20 

Helen Hulme 39 

Vincent Johnson 15 

Jill Lake 24 

Election of Parent Governors 



Our local Toddler Group asked if they could include some information in our newsletter this time: 
 
 
We are a small group based in the local Community Centre. We meet on Wednesday mornings – 9.30 
until 11.15 a.m. term time only. We are a ‘self-run’ group who welcome parents, carers and 
grandparents to bring their children to play and have fun. The cost is £1.50 per session, per child 
which includes milk/juice and biscuits. Pop in to see us or for any further enquiries please call us on 
07773 057403.  The age range is flexible – please ring to discuss. 

 
 
 
Thanks to all who completed the survey following the ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions in 

September. 52 Parental/guardian responses were received. 35 Parents (67% of survey 

respondents) attended the ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions.  

Overall Survey Summary: 

The majority of parents who completed the survey were able to attend the ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions (67%).  

The main reason stated for non-attendance was work or prior commitments (59%), other reasons included not 

enough notice/unaware of session (24%).   

Of the 35 parents who attended the session, 18 (51%) used the crèche facility, with the majority stating they 

would not have been able to attend without this provision being available. 

Overall, the feedback received from both KS1 and KS2 sessions was very positive.  The majority of 

parents/guardians found the sessions both useful and informative.  Feedback included statements such as ‘we 

gained a good understanding of what the children are working on in order to support them at home’ and ‘As we 

have never had a ‘Meet the Teacher’ meeting at our old school I can’t think of anything else that we could have 

benefited more from. Excellent idea, thank you’.  Another area that parents/guardians found particularly useful 

was information regarding the different teaching methods used when teaching their children mathematics and 

writing techniques. One parent/guardian stated ‘being explained the workings out the children were taught was 

great in case they got stuck on any homework’.  

Parents/guardians valued the sessions and new parents in particular welcomed the opportunity to meet the 

teachers.  

It was stated that later sessions would be useful but this is very difficult to offer from the school’s point of view 

as staff have been in work since approximately 8 a.m. and to have a session starting 7 or later would be hard for 

them. Re getting earlier notice – we try to include all dates on the ‘Dates for your Diary’ page but appreciate 

that as the ‘Meet the Teacher’ night is so early into term a text during the first week may help with this.  

The meetings clearly continue to be well received so we will continue this next year. 

 
 
Summer 2015 
 

The following tables show the performance of our children against the performance of all children nationally. As a whole 
cohort (group), our children generally come in to school at a standard below the national average. By the time they 
leave our school at the end of Key Stage 2 the cohort are at or, in some cases, above the national average which 
indicates good progress. The data below shows attainment (what the children achieved) at the key points in the primary 
school year. What it doesn’t show (apart from the 3 Levels progress % on the KS2 table) is the progress made from 
starting points.  
As a general rule, children in our school make at least good progress during their time with us. 

 
Early Years (End of Reception)  
This data shows the % of children who meet the required standard (Good Level of Development – GLD) by the end of 
Early Years in all the prime areas (Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development and 
Physical Development) and Reading, Writing, Number and Shape, Space and Measures. 
 

 



Good Level of Development Tanfield Lea - % meeting GLD National Average 

2013 34.2% 52% 

2014 56.4% 60% 

2015 56% 61% 

 
These percentages will change year on year according to the cohort of children.  
Our target for the end of this year is currently 58%.  
 
Phonics 2015 (End of Y1) 
This national test is administered in June. It tests the phonic knowledge of children, their ability to decode and read 
words, not their understanding. Children who do not reach the required pass mark are re tested the following year. As 
you can see from the data, the school performed above the National Average for children taking the test at the end of 
Year One and for those who were re-tested at the end of Year Two. 
Some children may not achieve the required standard due to Special Educational Needs. 

Phonics Year Tanfield Lea - % meeting required standard National Average 

Year One 87% 77% 

Year Two Re -Take 80% 64% 

 
Key Stage 1 (End of Year 2) 2015 
These tests are marked internally. Children generally complete the test in small groups.   
As you can see from the data, children performed in line with the national average for Maths (2B+). They were slightly 
below the national in Reading and Writing (2B+).  The percentage of children achieving a level 3 was above the national 
average in Writing. 

Subject Standard Tanfield Lea % Achieved National Average 

Reading 2B+ 72% 82% 

3+ 25% 32% 

Writing 2B+ 67% 72% 

3+ 22% 18% 

Maths 2B+ 81% 82% 

3+ 19% 26% 

 
Key Stage 1 Average Point Score (End of Year 2) 2015 
Average point scores are calculated using a numerical equivalent for the level achieved for each child (eg 2B = 15 points, 
2A = 17 points etc) which is then averaged out. As you can see from the table below, the school is in line with the 
national average at the end of Key Stage 1 (end of Year 2)  in Reading, Writing and Maths. This is an improvement from 
the previous year. 
 

Subject Tanfield Lea  Achieved National Average 

Reading 16.2 16.6 

Writing 15.6 15.3 

Maths 16.3 16.4 

Reading Writing  & Maths 16.0 16.1 

 
Key Stage 2 (Year 6) 2015 
Children are expected to make at least 2 levels progress between the end of KS1 and KS2. As you can see from the tables 
below, the percentage of children making 2 levels progress in Reading and Maths is broadly in line with the national 
average. Children making 2 levels progress in Writing is slightly above the national average. A higher percentage of 
children made 3 levels progress in Writing when compared to the national average. 3 levels progress in Reading was 
broadly in line. Fewer children made 3 levels progress in Maths and as a result this is below the national average. All 
cohorts perform differently and, unlike the previous year, attainment in 2015 at specific levels (4+ and 5+) was below 
the national average although progress, particularly 2 levels progress, was in line with national in all areas. 
 



Subject Level Tanfield Lea % Achieved National Average  

Reading 4+ 76% 89% 

5+ 27% 48% 

Writing 4+ 82% 87% 

5+ 18% 36% 

SPAG 
(Spelling, Punctuations and Grammar) 

4+ 79% 80% 

5+ 36% 55% 

6+ 3% 4% 

Maths 4+ 82% 87% 

5+ 18% 41% 

Reading Writing  & Maths 4+ 67% 80% 

Reading Writing & Maths 5+ 6% 24% 

2 NC levels progress in Reading  88% 91% 

2 NC levels progress in Writing  97% 94% 

2 NC levels progress Maths  88% 90% 

3 levels progress in Reading  27% 33% 

3 levels progress in Writing  48% 36% 

3  levels progress in Maths  12% 34% 

For further information regarding school performance follow this link.  

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance 

 

Last two weeks of the AUTUMN TERM 2015 

Wednesday 9th Dec Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity Performance for Parents - 9.30 a.m. – refreshments provided by 

Friends of Tanfield Lea before the performance 

Christmas Dinner     Pre School Bumblebee and Ladybird children are invited to join us for this 

special lunch today. 

Thursday 10th Dec Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity Performance for Parents – 9.30 a.m. – refreshments provided by 

Friends of Tanfield Lea before the performance 

Friday 11th December CNS Competition – Hockey Y1 and 2 Team @ Tanfield 

Sunday 13th December 5 p.m. Choir to sing at Ecumenical Carol Service – Tanfield Club 

Monday 14th December Lower School Visit to Theatre – Northern Stage in Newcastle leaving 12.30 @ pm. 

Going to see ‘Up and Out, Christmas Sprout’. Visit subsidised by Friends of Tanfield. 

Pre School to go home at 11.30 today. 

Y3 and Y4 Christmas Party – 1pm until 3.15pm in upper school hall 

Tuesday 15th December Upper School Visit to Theatre – Northern Stage in Newcastle leaving @ 9.00 am. 

Going to see ‘The Wonderful Wizard of Oz’.  Visit subsidised by Friends of Tanfield 

Tuesday 15th December Santa to visit children in Lower School a.m. - if he can fit us into his busy schedule 

The Pre School Ladybirds are invited to join us for the morning and then go home at 11.30. 

Weds 16th December Extra Non School Uniform Day -  Children to dress up on a Christmas theme – please bring cake 

in for cake stall            

Y1 and Y2 class party 1 until 3.05 

Y5 and 6 party 1pm – 3.15pm 

Thursday 17th December Pre-School and Reception class party - 1 until 3.00 p.m. in lower school hall 

The Pre School Bumblebees are invited to join us for the party, please come to school for 12.50. 

Carol Service children to visit church 1 p.m. for rehearsal (readers, musicians, choir) 

Christmas Fair – 3.15pm until 4.30pm in Upper School 

All children to finish school at 3.00pm today to allow Fair to start at 3.15pm. 

Fri 18th December 

Last Day of Aut Term 

FAMILY CAROL SERVICE – a.m. for all children and parents at St. Margaret’s Church, Tanfield 

Village. Children able to go home following this. 

Monday 4th January Back to school  

Swimming from January Mrs Davis and Mrs Johnson’s class will go swimming this term. Mrs Brown’s will do ukulele 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance


 


