
Tanfield Lea Community Primary School – Newsletter April 2016  
 

Dear Parents, 
We hope everyone had a good Easter break and are back refreshed and ready for another busy term. We 
managed to pack a lot into last term, particularly the second half of the term, and had many things to celebrate. 
This newsletter will update you on much that happened and the successes we had as well as informing you of 
some of the things that will take place in the summer term. 
As ever we will keep you in touch with events via letters and texts and if there is any further information you 
require please do not hesitate to contact us.     Kay Hemmings (Head Teacher) 
 
Author Visits and the 100 Great Books List 
The children had a great time working with the two authors we had in last 
term. Adam Bushnell worked with the Upper School children and this was 
particularly good preparation for our Y5 children who were then able to 
apply some of the skills learnt to their writing when they were away at 
Grinton the following week. Kjartan Poskitt inspired the children with his 
entertaining presentations of both his Murderous Maths work and his Agatha Parrot and Borgon the 
Axeboy stories. I am sure the children will have shared their enjoyment following these days. In addition 
to this we had a ‘sharing stories’ event on the day that the children came in dressed as their favourite 
book character. The Y5 and 6 children shared picture books with the Lower School children and then 
had the opportunity to listen to some excerpts from stories they might like to read, shared by some of our 
adults in school.  We have shared on the website the list of 100 books children might like to read – 
please check this out for some ideas as to what you might encourage your child to read next. 
 

The Book Fair was really well supported – many of you taking the opportunity to buy a book and this 
event always helps us to replenish books in both our lower and upper school library. Don’t forget – you 
are welcome to come in to school with your child and use the library at the end of the school day every 
week. Not many people have taken us up on this opportunity yet but it is a great chance to come and 
browse through the books and spend time with your child selecting the next book they can enjoy. Please 
come on the appropriate day as listed here. We look forward to welcoming you. 

LIBRARY TIMETABLE Lower School Library Upper School Library 

Monday Reception Y3 

Tuesday Y1 Y4 

Wednesday Y2 Y5 

Thursday  Y6 

 

Book Competition 

We held a competition this term for all children. They had to present a picture of 

themselves reading in their favourite place and explain why this was such a 

special place as well as tell us about their favourite author. We had some 

fantastic entries and thanks must go to you as parents for encouraging children 

to enter. From Pre-School right through to Y6 children responded very well 

making the job of judging them so difficult. The prize winners were as follows and 

if you go on to the Head Teacher’s blog you will be able to see some of the 

winning entries and make a comment. 

 
Pre-School 

Great description Hollie Watson Amazing writing describing ‘Stick Man’ by her favourite author  

Most exciting collection Arthur Colledge Really exciting collection of vehicle books 

Best Photos Harry Millmore Dressed as the character from his favourite book ‘The Hungry 
Caterpillar’ 

Best place to read Lewis Sherrard On his grandma’s knee cuddling in  

Reception 

Most unusual place Annasofia Nnaka The bath at home because it’s the only place her sister cannot reach her 

Most creative Lily-Mae Salkeld Presented like a book and really well written 

Most descriptive Marshall Cook Loves the Mr Men books and enjoys reading in his bed 

Most descriptive Poppy Errington Loves Julia Donaldson and named a lot of different books by her 

Most descriptive Isabelle Christie Described how good the author is at making up names for the dogs 

Most excited  Coben Rose The most excited looking reader 



Key Stage 1 

1st Place overall Noah Tallentire Creative way of presenting all the information - as a book cover  

Highly Commended Joel Daglish Lovely writing and very well illustrated and presented 

Highly Commended Willow Kerr Lovely description of favourite place to read, well researched & presented 

Key Stage 2 

Most unusual place Isobel Elliott The hay bales near the cows 

Highly Commended Hollie Hamilton Great photo and great description  

Most atmospheric  Devon Hall Under the blanket with a Bay-Max light – like being in a den 

Highly Commended Daisy Reed Very descriptive and informative 

 

Classroom Doors  

When you came in for the Parent Meetings you may have noticed the classroom doors decorated as 

book covers. Again, some great ideas, all encouraging children to dip into books and read more. 

Here are some of the designs which were on show:- 

  
 

Easter Egg Competition and Coffee Afternoon 
Once again we were not disappointed by the creativity of the children and adults in our Easter Egg Competition. 
Thanks to all parents who came in to help the Upper School children on the morning of the event. It’s never easy 
judging the winners and we always lean to the ones where we think the child has been at the centre of the 
creation.  You can view many of the winning egg designs on the Head Teacher’s blog. 
Thanks also to the Friends of Tanfield for holding such a well-attended Coffee Afternoon. It was a lovely social 
occasion which also gave a platform for our choir to sing – which they did so very well. The raffle was well 
received and congratulations to all the lucky winners!! 
 
Sporting Success 

As you are aware, every half term two of our year groups compete in an inter school 

competition. Last half term it was our Y1 and Y2 children who were in the football 

competition which took place at Brandon Primary competing against Brandon, 

Witton Gilbert and Langley Moor. We had an A and B team and both did extremely 

well, the B team coming 4th and the A team winning in a closely competed final. This 

brings our total wins in this inter school competition to 3/4 this season – a great 

achievement which has involved training and much fun.   

 

Poetry Recital 

For the first time in a long time we held a Poetry Recital Event last half term. The Government, under the then 

Education Secretary Michael Gove, recommended that all children should be encouraged to learn poems by 

heart and perform them. All of our children have had the opportunity to do this and then a number 

volunteered for our first Poetry Recital. Parents of children who were involved were invited to attend and it 

was a great celebration – both of the poetry and of the ability of the children to perform with such confidence 

and flair. Well done to all involved and, due to its success, it will be an event we will be repeating. 

 

OPAL  

Our Outdoor Play and Learning continues to be very popular. The Lower School sandpit is an extremely busy 

place during lunchtime and the Upper School mud kitchen is proving just as popular. The management of the 

wellingtons is working well for the older children and we are hoping to have a welly store installed in the 

parent shelter during the next half term which will make things much easier for the younger children. Due to 

the nature of the weather wellingtons will continue to be necessary so we will keep going with the rota as 

follows: 

 

 



 

 

Welly Week for Lower School Children 

Week beginning 11th April Reception 

Week beginning 18th April Y2 

Week beginning 25th April Y1 

Week beginning 2nd May Reception 

Week beginning 9th May Y2 

Week beginning 16th May Y1 

Week beginning 23rd May Reception 
 

Welly Week for Upper School Children 

Week beginning 11th April Y3/4 

Week beginning 18th April Y5/6 

Week beginning 25th April Y3/4 

Week beginning 2nd May Y5/6 

Week beginning 9th May Y3/4 

Week beginning 16th May Y5/6 

Week beginning 23rd May Y3/4 
 

Getting your Views 
This week we have sent out a Questionnaire for you to complete – it’s in two parts and we’d really 
appreciate it if you could complete both the online questionnaire as well as the paper one and return it 
to school by Friday 15th April. Don’t forget that all forms returned by the closing date will be entered into 
a prize draw. 
 

Sports Relief 
The School Council arranged this fundraising activity and it was a great success. The children loved the 
different activities planned, particularly the assault course, and managed to raise £100.30 for this charity. 
Well done and thank you. 
 

National Assessment Tests and School Assessment 
Children in Y2 and Y6 will be completing the National Tests during May. For Y2 the test period 
runs from 3rd May to 20th May. During this time the children will complete the National Tests 
which will be used alongside Teacher Assessment to assess the achievement of each child by 
the end of their time in Key Stage 1. Y6 have a set week when they complete the tests. This is 
the week beginning 9th May and it is really important that all Y6 children are in school this 
week as they are unable to take the tests at another time.  
The rest of the school will be assessed the week beginning 16th May. 
Finally Y1 children, and those in Y2 who did not meet the required standard, will complete the 

National Phonics Test during the week beginning 13th June. 
 

Reading is Fun and an essential skill – Can you help, or do you know someone who can? 
Children love to read one to one to another adult and it is so important for their development – whether 
they are 5 years old or 11. We are looking into running a reading session where we invite adults from 
the community in to school at a specific time (e.g. lunchtime) one day a week and children are able to 
come to them to read. This is just an initial investigation to see if there is interest in doing this. If you, or 
you know anyone who would be interested in doing this please let the office know. We will firm up the 
day/arrangements etc. once we know if it is feasible. Thank you. 
 

Missing children – The police are writing to all schools re situations where children go missing. In most cases 

the child is found quickly but in the event of this not happening they are asking if they can contact a school 

staff member to request a text is sent out to all parents via our texting service. The school have agreed to 

this and we have made the letter from Durham Police Constabulary available on our website if you want any 

more information. 



Dates for Your Diary             Main Events for the Year 
SUMMER TERM 2016 

Friday 15th April  Non School Uniform Day 

Tuesday 19th April Rearranged football matches at St Pats (boys) 

Friday 29th April Spring Disco organised by the Friends of Tanfield – end of school until 5 p.m. 

Monday 2nd May BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY – no children in school today 

Friday 6th May Non-School Uniform Day – please bring a donation in for school fund 

3rd May to 20th May Y2 Assessment period–it is important that Y2 children are at school during this time. 

9th – 13th May Y6 SAT WEEK       It is very important that you do not book a holiday for this week or 

for the weeks leading up to it.  Requests will not be authorised. 

Wednesday 11th May Bags2School collected today – you’ll get them at least two weeks before this date to fill.  

Monday 16th May ASSESSMENT WEEK 

Tuesday 17th May Y2 Multi Skills Festival with Brandon, Langley Moor & Witton @ Brandon(9.30-12) 

Thursday 19th May Bike Ability starts for Y6 today and then every Thursday for 4 weeks in total 

Friday 20th May Y3 and Y4 Cricket Competition v Brandon, LM and WG @ Witton (9.30-12) 

Tuesday 24th May HALF TERM HOLIDAY BEGINS @ 3.15   

25/26/27th May Teacher Training Days – no children in school 

Mon 6th June Children back to school 

6th June – 10th June SPORTS WEEK – various activities encouraging healthy living 

Tuesday 7th June  SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE – 3.15pm – 6pm  Tanfield to Leadgate and back 

Wednesday 8th June  SPORTS DAY  a.m. Upper School  p.m. Early Years 1 until 1.30   

KS 1 (Y1 & 2) 1.45 onwards  Alternative date in case of bad weather – Friday 10th June 

Friday 10th June Non-School Uniform Day – please bring a donation for school fund 

13th June - 17th June Y1 Phonics Test Week (+ those children in Y2 who did not reach required level) 

Monday 13th June In It Together Conference for Y4 children at Spennymoor Leadership Centre. 

Joint event with Y4 children from Brandon Primary School.  

Wednesday 15th June Full Governing Body Meeting 9.15 a.m. 

Thursday 16th June Meeting for new parents (new Reception children) 4.30 p.m. in Lower School Hall 

No children at this meeting 

Thursday 16th June Sleepover for Y6 at Brandon Primary School – reunion with children who they went to 

Howtown with. Starting 7 p.m.  More information later. 

Friday 17th June Activity Day at Brandon for Y5 and Y6 children 

Dates to be confirmed Reception Fun Run @ Tanfield   and    Y1 Multi athletics Festival @ Burnopfield 

Tuesday 21st June New Reception children and their parents to visit – 3.30 until 4.30 

Weds 22nd & 29th June New Reception Children Visits (children starting Reception in September 2016) 

Thursday 30th June OPAL Play Afternoon – all parents invited to join children in play (more details later) 

Friday 1st July Non-School Uniform Day – please bring donation for school fund 

Monday 4th-6th July Y6 Induction Days at Tanfield School  

Monday 4th July Children move to new classes for a taster session today 

Tuesday 5th July Pre-School Meetings for children starting in September – 4.30 p.m. (Adults only) 

Weds 6th July 1pm Transition afternoon for all. Parents of Reception to join children in the Y1 classroom. 

Friday 8th July Reports go out today 

Monday 11th July Last week for Pre- School 

Tuesday 12th July Y1 Multi Skills Festival with Brandon and Langley Moor @ Brandon (9.30-12) 

Wednesday 13th July Dress Rehearsal for Y6 performance during afternoon 

Thursday 14th July Evening Performance of Y6 production - 6 p.m.       

Friday 15th July Y2 Moving On Assembly – 9.15 – parents welcome 

Friday 15th July Y5 and Y6 Athletics Competition v Brandon, LM and WG @ Brandon (All day) 

Monday 18th July No Pre-School this week      Reception to visit Oakies Park today – weather permitting 

Tuesday 19th July Lower School Fun Day and Upper School Walk – Craster to Embleton via Dunstanburgh 

Wednesday 20th July 

Back to school 
Monday 5th Septem 

No Pre-School today  

Y6 YEAR CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY – 9 am  Parents welcome 

Following the Celebration Assembly, Upper School to go to Oakies Park for the morning  

 


